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 Media Clips 

COVERED CALIFORNIA BOARD CLIPS 

April 13, 2023 – May 9, 2023 

Since our last board meeting, the media coverage includes: 
• 15 million MediCal Enrolles have to renew to keep coverage. 
• Oscar Health exits exchange beginning in 2024. 

 
PRESS RELEASES 

 
Covered California Welcomes Longtime Health Advocate and Leader in Health Equity to 
Its Board, April 20, 2023 ................................................................................................. 3 

PRINT  
Articles of Significance 

Covered California names Dr. Monica Soni as its new chief medical officer,  
Lake County Record-Bee ............................................................................ April 14, 2023 

Also: L.A. Sentinel 

California Expands Health Care For Some Undocumented Immigrants, 
KSRO-Sonoma ........................................................................................... April 14, 2023 

CMS raises cap on nonstandard plans in final ACA exchange rule,  
Fierce Healthcare ........................................................................................ April 18, 2023 

California’s Medicaid Experiment Spends Money to Save Money — And Help the 
Homeless, California Healthline .................................................................. April 18, 2023 

Watch For The Yellow Envelope – 15 Million CA MediCal Enrollees’ Eligibility Under 
Review, Asian Journal ................................................................................. April 21, 2023 

UC Berkeley leaders propose ‘Golden Choice’ state public health insurance option,  
State of Reform ........................................................................................... April 21, 2023 

Also: Commonwealth Fund 

Association Between a Capitated, Low-cost, County-Based Public Health Insurance 
Option and Affordable Care Act Premium Growth in California,  
JAMA Health Forum .................................................................................... April 21, 2023 

https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2023/04/20/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2023/04/20/
https://www.record-bee.com/2023/04/14/news-briefs-719/
https://lasentinel.net/covered-california-names-dr-monica-soni-as-new-chief-medical-officer.html
https://www.ksro.com/2023/04/14/california-expands-health-care-for-some-undocumented-immigrants/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/cms-raises-cap-nonstandard-plans-final-aca-exchange-rule
https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/california-homelessness-calaim-program-medicaid-experiment/
https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/california-homelessness-calaim-program-medicaid-experiment/
https://asianjournal.com/usa/california/watch-for-the-yellow-envelope-15-million-ca-medical-enrollees-eligibility-under-review-2/
https://asianjournal.com/usa/california/watch-for-the-yellow-envelope-15-million-ca-medical-enrollees-eligibility-under-review-2/
https://stateofreform.com/featured/2023/04/uc-berkeley-leaders-propose-golden-choice-state-public-health-insurance-option/
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2023/apr/public-option-increase-competition-lower-premiums-california
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2804221
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2804221


COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • May 2023 2 

Also: The American Journal of Managed Care 

Covered California Welcomes Mayra E. Alvarez to Its Board,  
Los Angeles Sentinel .................................................................................. April 27, 2023 

ACA individual marketplaces finds growth of enrollment, modest increase in premiums, 
report finds, Benefits Pro ................................................................................ May 1, 2023 

Newsom breaks deal to lower price of Covered California. Lawmakers move to hold him 
to it, CalMatters .............................................................................................. May 3, 2023 

Community Voices: Millions of Californians on Medi-Cal at risk of losing coverage, 
Napa Valley Register ..................................................................................... May 4, 2023 

Community Voices: Millions of Californians on Medi-Cal at risk of losing coverage, 
Los Angeles Times ......................................................................................... May 4, 2023 

Standardized Plans in the Health Care Marketplace: Changing Requirements,  
Kaiser Family Foundation .............................................................................. May 8, 2023 

Oscar Health to exit California amid restructuring,  
Modern Healthcare ......................................................................................... May 9, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ajmc.com/view/county-based-insurance-option-linked-with-reduced-aca-premium-growth
https://lasentinel.net/covered-california-welcomes-mayra-e-alvarez-to-its-board.html
https://www.benefitspro.com/2023/05/01/aca-individual-marketplaces-finds-growth-of-enrollment-modest-increase-in-premiums-report-finds/?slreturn=20230408181051
https://www.benefitspro.com/2023/05/01/aca-individual-marketplaces-finds-growth-of-enrollment-modest-increase-in-premiums-report-finds/?slreturn=20230408181051
https://calmatters.org/health/2023/05/covered-california-cost/
https://calmatters.org/health/2023/05/covered-california-cost/
https://napavalleyregister.com/opinion/columnists/community-voices-millions-of-californians-on-medi-cal-at-risk-of-losing-coverage/article_1b0ff848-e8fd-11ed-bcec-db76b9d932ca.html
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/opinion/story/2023-05-04/commentary-o-c-residents-on-medi-cal-must-renew-it-or-lose-it
https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/issue-brief/standardized-plans-in-the-health-care-marketplace-changing-requirements/
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/finance/oscar-health-california-mark-bertolini
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April 20, 2023 

Covered California Welcomes Longtime Health 
Advocate and Leader in Health Equity to Its Board 

 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California welcomed Mayra E. Alvarez as the newest 
member of its Board of Directors on Thursday. Alvarez is a longtime health advocate 
and leader in health equity. She is the president of The Children’s Partnership, a 
nonprofit advocacy organization working to advance child health equity, where she has 
served since 2015. 

“Mayra brings a long and illustrious history of public service to Covered California, one 
that is rooted in the Affordable Care Act and dedicated to improving our health care 
system,” said Jessica Altman, executive director of Covered California. “She also brings 
a passion for health equity, ensuring that California’s diverse populations have the 
resources and opportunities they need to thrive.” 

Prior to her work at The Children’s Partnership, Alvarez completed a series of 
assignments at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of 
President Barack Obama’s administration. She served as the director of the State 
Exchange Group for the Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight at 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services from 2014 to 2015, where she led a 
team responsible for supporting states in the 
establishment of Affordable Care Act 
marketplaces, including Covered California.  

Alvarez also served as the associate director 
for the HHS Office of Minority Health from 
2013 to 2014, where she led the coordination 
of their work related to the Affordable Care 
Act, community health workers and language 
access.  

From 2010 to 2013, Alvarez served as director 
of public health policy in the Office of Health 
Reform at HHS, where she was responsible for implementation of the public health, 
prevention and health care workforce policy provisions in the Affordable Care Act. 

(more) 
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“Health is fundamental to opportunity; it allows us to work, to play, to care for our 
families and to make a difference in the lives of others and our communities,” Alvarez 
said. “I am tremendously honored to join Covered California and continue working 
toward ensuring that all Californians have the ability to get the health coverage and care 
they need to thrive.” 

During her career, Alvarez has also been called on to serve by federal and state 
leaders. In 2021, President Joe Biden named her to the COVID-19 Health Equity Task 
Force. In 2019, she was nominated by Gov. Gavin Newsom to serve on the First 5 
California Commission and the Early Childhood Policy Council. She has also been 
appointed to serve on the California Mental Health Services Oversight and 
Accountability Commission by both former Attorney General Xavier Becerra and current 
Attorney General Rob Bonta. 

In addition, Alvarez was a legislative assistant for U.S. Senator Richard J. Durbin from 
2007 to 2010 and for U.S. Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis from 2006 to 2007. Alvarez 
was a legislative fellow for then-Senator Barack Obama from 2005 to 2006.  

Alvarez was appointed by Gov. Newsom and will succeed Dr. Sandra Hernandez, who 
was recently appointed to the Health Care Affordability Board. Alvarez’s term will expire 
on Jan. 1, 2027.  

She graduated from the University of California at Berkeley with a bachelor’s degree in 
Social Welfare and Chicano Studies, and earned a Master of Health Administration 
degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

There is no compensation for the position, but Alvarez may receive a per diem and 
reimbursement for travel and other necessary expenses. 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2023/03/24/governor-newsom-announces-appointments-3-24-23/

