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 Media Clips 

COVERED CALIFORNIA BOARD CLIPS 

July 1 – July 31, 2025 

Since our last board meeting, the media coverage includes: 

 

• Covered California to offer information and resources to DACA recipients 

• Congress passed One, Big, Beautiful Bill which has serious impacts to Affordable 

Care Act and health care 

• DACA recipients and immigrants fearful and unsure regarding healthcare amid 

immigration raids 

• Claims of fraud throughout the ACA marketplace, based on report from Paragon 

Health Institute 

• ACA premiums expected to increase significantly 

• New CMS rule impacts state-based marketplaces, especially enrollees in DACA 

program 

 

PRESS RELEASES 

 

Covered California Offers Information and Resources for DACA Recipients No Longer 

Eligible for Affordable Care Act Coverage 

July 31, 2025 ................................................................................................................... 9 

 

PRINT  

Articles of Significance 

Here’s how millions of people could lose health insurance if Trump’s tax bill becomes 

law 

Associated Press ........................................................................................... July 2, 2025 

CMS sued over Trump administration's ACA final rule 

Fierce Healthcare ........................................................................................... July 2, 2025 

‘Joy turned into shame’: California’s Latino Caucus agonized over slashing immigrant 

health care 

CalMatters ...................................................................................................... July 3, 2025 

Trump policy bill effectively repeals part of Obamacare, health care expert says 

WBUR’s Here & Now ..................................................................................... July 3, 2025 

https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/07/31/covered-california-offers-information-and-resources-for-daca-recipients-no-longer-eligible-for-affordable-care-act-coverage/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/07/31/covered-california-offers-information-and-resources-for-daca-recipients-no-longer-eligible-for-affordable-care-act-coverage/
https://apnews.com/article/gop-bill-trump-medicaid-cuts-coverage-health-bb4f090d2706ffb3d5652e70f246a10e
https://apnews.com/article/gop-bill-trump-medicaid-cuts-coverage-health-bb4f090d2706ffb3d5652e70f246a10e
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/cms-sued-over-trump-administrations-aca-final-rule
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/07/california-latino-caucus-legislators-immigrants-health-care-medi-cal/
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/07/california-latino-caucus-legislators-immigrants-health-care-medi-cal/
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2025/07/03/obamacare-trump-repeal
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How Two Supreme Court Rulings Affect the ACA, Planned Parenthood and the Future 

of Preventive Care 

Tradeoffs ........................................................................................................ July 3, 2025 

States Brace for Reversal of Obamacare Coverage Gains Under Trump’s Budget Bill 

KFF Health News ........................................................................................... July 3, 2025 

Medicaid, ACA enrollment expected to decrease under One Big Beautiful Bill Act 

Healthcare Finance ........................................................................................ July 7, 2025 

More Pressure Mounts on Health Insurers as Costs Continue to Rise 

The Wall Street Journal ................................................................................. July 7, 2025 

Medicaid, the BBB, and Obama’s revenge 

Washington Examiner .................................................................................... July 7, 2025 

Why Democrats don’t care about most health care fraud 

The Hill ........................................................................................................... July 8, 2025 

GOP faces ‘big, beautiful’ blowback risk on ObamaCare subsidy cuts 

The Hill ........................................................................................................... July 8, 2025 

Can Democrats Make the Medicaid and ACA Cuts Their Winning Political Issue Before 

People Feel the Cuts? 

KFF ................................................................................................................ July 9, 2025 

Immigration sweeps and health data sharing are pushing some local immigrant families 

out of Medi-Cal 

LAist ............................................................................................................... July 9, 2025 

Health Insurance Premiums Expected To Spike For Thousands Of Inland Empire 

Residents 

The Hemet & San Jacinto Chronicle .............................................................. July 9, 2025 

Will Covered California Land on Life Support? 

Capital & Main .............................................................................................. July 10, 2025 

Higher premiums and lost coverage: How Trump’s budget changes health care in 

California 

CalMatters .................................................................................................... July 10, 2025 

https://tradeoffs.org/2025/07/03/supreme-court-aca-planned-parenthood-medina-braidwood-preventive-care/
https://tradeoffs.org/2025/07/03/supreme-court-aca-planned-parenthood-medina-braidwood-preventive-care/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/affordable-care-act-aca-obamacare-coverage-gains-threatened-1bbb-uninsurance/
https://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/medicaid-aca-enrollment-expected-decrease-under-one-big-beautiful-bill-act
https://archive.is/VoEng
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/daily-memo/3464679/medicaid-big-beautiful-bill-obama-revenge/
https://thehill.com/opinion/5388339-democrats-oppose-medicaid-audit/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5390885-republicans-obamacare-subsidies-expiration/
https://www.kff.org/from-drew-altman/can-democrats-make-the-medicaid-and-aca-cuts-their-winning-political-issue-before-people-feel-the-cuts/
https://www.kff.org/from-drew-altman/can-democrats-make-the-medicaid-and-aca-cuts-their-winning-political-issue-before-people-feel-the-cuts/
https://laist.com/news/health/immigration-sweeps-and-health-data-sharing-are-pushing-some-local-immigrant-families-out-of-medi-cal
https://laist.com/news/health/immigration-sweeps-and-health-data-sharing-are-pushing-some-local-immigrant-families-out-of-medi-cal
https://hsjchronicle.com/health-insurance-premiums-expected-to-spike-for-thousands-of-inland-empire-residents/
https://hsjchronicle.com/health-insurance-premiums-expected-to-spike-for-thousands-of-inland-empire-residents/
https://capitalandmain.com/will-covered-california-land-on-life-support
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/07/federal-budget-health-care-medicaid-medi-cal/
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/07/federal-budget-health-care-medicaid-medi-cal/
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Healthcare expert warns of coverage shock under 'One Big Beautiful Bill' 

Yahoo! Finance ............................................................................................ July 10, 2025 

As the Big Beautiful Bill Becomes Law, States Face a ‘Daunting’ Rollout 

Tradeoffs ...................................................................................................... July 10, 2025 

How the 'Big Beautiful Bill' could impact California kids 

EdSource ..................................................................................................... July 10, 2025 

The ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ got one thing right 

Los Angeles Times ....................................................................................... July 10, 2025 

The Problem With California’s Plan to Contain Health Care Costs 

JAMA Health Forum ..................................................................................... July 10, 2025 

Obamacare is most affordable in these 6 states. Is California one of them? 

Palm Springs Desert Sun ............................................................................. July 10, 2025 

‘One Big Beautiful Bill’ Will Test Value of Medicaid, ACA 

The Heartland Institute ................................................................................. July 10, 2025 

Why 22 million people may see a ‘sharp’ increase in health insurance premiums in 2026 

CNBC ........................................................................................................... July 11, 2025 

How Will Trump’s Mega Bill Impact Health Care in California? 

KQED ........................................................................................................... July 11, 2025 

Mayors, liberal groups sue to stop CMS rule cracking down on Obamacare 

Insurance News Net ..................................................................................... July 11, 2025 

The GOP scores a win in its long war on government health care 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... July 11, 2025 

Healthcare Cuts Threaten Covered California 

KALW ........................................................................................................... July 14, 2025 

Trump's spending bill will likely boost costs for insurers, shrink Medicaid coverage 

Reuters ........................................................................................................ July 14, 2025 

In Rush To Satisfy Trump, GOP Delivers Blow to Health Industry 

KFF Health News ......................................................................................... July 14, 2025 

https://finance.yahoo.com/news/healthcare-expert-warns-of-coverage-shock-under-one-big-beautiful-bill-110050733.html
https://tradeoffs.org/2025/07/10/big-beautiful-bill-becomes-law-states-daunting-rollout/
https://edsource.org/podcast/school-health-cuts-california-trump-bill
https://archive.is/QhKT8
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama-health-forum/fullarticle/2836506
https://www.desertsun.com/story/news/nation/california/2025/07/10/obamacare-is-most-affordable-in-these-states-is-california-one/84542568007/
https://heartland.org/publications/one-big-beautiful-bill-will-test-value-of-medicaid-aca/
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/07/11/aca-health-insurance-premiums-increase.html
https://www.kqed.org/science/1997707/how-will-trumps-mega-bill-impact-health-care-in-california
https://insurancenewsnet.com/innarticle/mayor-liberal-groups-sue-to-stop-cms-rule-cracking-down-on-obamacare
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2025/07/11/republicans-target-medicaid-healthcare/
https://www.kalw.org/show/state-bay/2025-07-14/healthcare-cuts-threaten-covered-california-ceqa-reform-and-the-future-of-housing-oaklands-leila-mottley-on-the-girls-who-grew-big
https://archive.is/isc6Z
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/trump-tax-spending-law-health-care-industry-lobbying/
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ACA exchange managers updating systems for Trump rule upheaval 

ALM Benefits Pro ......................................................................................... July 14, 2025 

Trump's Favored Pollster Advises Republicans to Adopt Obamacare Policy 

Newsweek .................................................................................................... July 15, 2025 

Choppy waters ahead for health insurers 

POLITICO .................................................................................................... July 15, 2025 

“One Big Beautiful Bill” Blows Hole in California’s Budget; Threatens State’s Health and 

Climate Plans 

California Black Media ................................................................................. July 15, 2025 

How 17M Americans enrolled in Medicaid and ACA plans could lose their health 

insurance by 2034 

The Conversation ......................................................................................... July 15, 2025 

Fabrizio Poll: GOP Loses House if Obamacare Tax Credits End 

Newsmax ..................................................................................................... July 15, 2025 

Will the GOP Undo Obamacare-Subsidy Cuts to Save Themselves? 

New York Magazine ..................................................................................... July 15, 2025 

Aetna Drops Out of ACA Exchange In 2026—Here’s How It Could Affect You 

Forbes .......................................................................................................... July 15, 2025 

GOP eyes coming Obamacare cliff 

Punchbowl News .......................................................................................... July 16, 2025 

Here’s why you might be spending more on health care next year 

CNN ............................................................................................................. July 16, 2025 

Millions of Patients Will Lose Insurance Amid Federal Budget Cuts: Here’s How Doctors 

Can Help 

Medscape .................................................................................................... July 16, 2025 

Some in GOP open to ACA subsidy extension 

Axios ............................................................................................................ July 16, 2025 

The meaning of Trumpcare 

The Economist ............................................................................................. July 16, 2025 

https://archive.is/8lsZh
https://www.newsweek.com/gop-pollster-republicans-benefit-supporting-obamacare-policy-2099353
https://archive.is/3FHQE
https://sdvoice.info/one-big-beautiful-bill-blows-hole-in-californias-budget-threatens-states-health-and-climate-plans/
https://sdvoice.info/one-big-beautiful-bill-blows-hole-in-californias-budget-threatens-states-health-and-climate-plans/
https://theconversation.com/how-17m-americans-enrolled-in-medicaid-and-aca-plans-could-lose-their-health-insurance-by-2034-260664
https://theconversation.com/how-17m-americans-enrolled-in-medicaid-and-aca-plans-could-lose-their-health-insurance-by-2034-260664
https://www.newsmax.com/politics/poll-house-gop/2025/07/15/id/1218840/
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/will-the-gop-undo-obamacare-subsidy-cuts-to-save-themselves.html
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/d/aetna-exit-aca-2026-impact/
https://punchbowl.news/article/health-care/aca-expire/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/16/economy/health-care-costs-employees-2026
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/millions-patients-will-lose-insurance-amid-federal-budget-2025a1000irn
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/millions-patients-will-lose-insurance-amid-federal-budget-2025a1000irn
https://archive.ph/Yq3pq
https://archive.ph/dTGFx
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Millions of Americans now face a devastating one-two punch on health care 

Axios ............................................................................................................ July 17, 2025 

AMA President: Healthcare Cuts Have Left Us With Few Options 

Medpage Today ........................................................................................... July 17, 2025 

California walks back access to Medi-Cal 

El Tímpano ................................................................................................... July 17, 2025 

Democratic attorneys general sue Trump administration to block ObamaCare changes 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... July 17, 2025 

States challenge ACA final rule as CMS releases new duplicative enrollment numbers 

Fierce Healthcare ......................................................................................... July 17, 2025 

Insurers and Customers Brace for Double Whammy to Obamacare Premiums 

KFF Health News ......................................................................................... July 18, 2025 

Millions could face higher ACA premiums, lower subsidies: "There will be sticker shock" 

CBS News .................................................................................................... July 18, 2025 

ACA insurers propose biggest premium hikes since 2018 as Trump policies take hold 

CNN ............................................................................................................. July 18, 2025 

ACA health insurance will cost the average person 75% more next year, research 

shows 

NPR ............................................................................................................. July 18, 2025 

Cost of Obamacare expected to soar as subsidies expire and insurers hike premiums 

NBC News ................................................................................................... July 18, 2025 

ObamaCare insurance costs expected to spike next year: Analysis 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... July 18, 2025 

Federal cuts leave Los Angeles County health system in crisis 

Los Angeles Times ....................................................................................... July 20, 2025 

Trump's 'big, beautiful bill' includes these key tax changes for 2025 — what they mean 

for you 

NBC News ................................................................................................... July 20, 2025 

Over half of Americans say ‘big, beautiful bill’ going to raise health care costs: Poll 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

https://www.axios.com/2025/07/17/health-care-debt-credit-scores
https://archive.is/E7SGk
https://www.eltimpano.org/english/health/california-walks-back-access-to-medi-cal/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5407442-democratic-ags-sue-trump-administration-obamacare-changes/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/states-challenge-aca-final-rule-cms-rolls-out-new-duplicative-enrollment-data
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/obamacare-premiums-subsidies-trump-republicans-policy-fallout-kff-analysis/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/aca-higher-premiums-lower-subsidies-sticker-shock/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/18/politics/aca-insurance-premiums-increase-2026
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/07/18/nx-s1-5471281/aca-health-insurance-premiums-obamacare-bbb-kff
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/07/18/nx-s1-5471281/aca-health-insurance-premiums-obamacare-bbb-kff
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/cost-obamacare-expected-soar-subsidies-expire-insurers-hike-premiums-rcna219440
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5408297-obamacare-insurance-costs-expected-rise/
https://archive.is/0gkxI
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-big-beautiful-bill-tax-changes-rcna219853
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-big-beautiful-bill-tax-changes-rcna219853
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5411435-gop-megabill-health-care-costs-survey/
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These 3 things may affect your health care coverage 

The San Diego Union-Tribune ..................................................................... July 21, 2025 

Fresno area medical clinics see ‘significant’ drop in appointments due to ICE raids 

The Fresno Bee ........................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

Obamacare Insurers Set to Rocket 2026 Premiums 

Newsmax ..................................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

States sue Trump administration over ACA eligibility, enrollment rule 

Healthcare Dive ............................................................................................ July 21, 2025 

Get Affordable Health Insurance For Your Growing Family 

India West Journal ....................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

10 million more people will be uninsured because of Trump’s mega-package, CBO 

forecasts  

CNN ............................................................................................................. July 21, 2025 

New estimate shows 10 million to lose health coverage under GOP law  

Axios ............................................................................................................ July 21, 2025 

Panel Warns County Faces Healthcare Crisis with ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ 

Calexico Chronicle ....................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

ACA premiums likely to rise in 2026, KFF finds 

Healthcare Finance ...................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

¿Medi-Cal al servicio de ICE? Angustia de inmigrantes latinos en Los Ángeles 

La Opinión .................................................................................................... July 21, 2025 

Get insurance on Covered California? What you need to know about cost increases  

CalMatters .................................................................................................... July 22, 2025 

Oscar Health Sees Full-Year Loss as Obamacare Troubles Spread  

Bloomberg .................................................................................................... July 22, 2025 

Countdown Clock Begins for Giant Health Insurance Premium Increases  

The American Prospect ................................................................................ July 22, 2025 

Republicans are trying to turn their attacks on Obamacare into self-fulfilling prophecies  

MSNBC ........................................................................................................ July 22, 2025 

https://archive.is/0eXp8
https://archive.is/AiTWq
https://www.newsmax.com/us/aca-obamacare-healthcare/2025/07/21/id/1219440/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/states-sue-trump-administration-hhs-cms-aca-enrollment-eligbility-final-rule/753495/
https://indiawest.com/get-affordable-health-insurance-for-your-growing-family/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/21/politics/americans-losing-health-insurance-trump-bill
https://www.cnn.com/2025/07/21/politics/americans-losing-health-insurance-trump-bill
https://archive.is/i6ksQ
https://calexicochronicle.com/2025/07/21/panel-warns-county-faces-healthcare-crisis-with-big-beautiful-bill/
https://www.healthcarefinancenews.com/news/aca-premiums-likely-rise-2026-kff-finds
https://laopinion.com/2025/07/21/medi-cal-al-servicio-de-ice-angustia-de-inmigrantes-latinos-en-los-angeles/
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/07/gop-budget-increases-health-insurance-costs/
https://archive.ph/gyRTc
https://prospect.org/health/2025-07-22-countdown-clock-begins-health-insurance-premium-increases/
https://www.msnbc.com/opinion/msnbc-opinion/obamacare-aca-premium-increases-subsidies-expiring-rcna220079
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Memo advises GOP to extend ACA tax credits  

The Hill ......................................................................................................... July 22, 2025 

What’s behind ACA premium increases for 2026? 

Insurance News Net ..................................................................................... July 22, 2025 

First look: ACA group's new pitch to GOP 

Axios ............................................................................................................ July 23, 2025 

Covered California Insurance Premiums Expected to Surge 75% 

Korea Times ................................................................................................. July 23, 2025 

Trump's ‘One Big Beautiful Bill' could strip 3 million Californians of health coverage 

NBC Bay Area .............................................................................................. July 23, 2025 

Lawfully Present Immigrants Help Stabilize ACA Plans. Why Does the GOP Want Them 

Out? 

California Healthline ..................................................................................... July 24, 2025 

Republicans are adding health care taxes — but not on the rich 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... July 24, 2025 

The Quiet Obamacare Overhaul Needs a Loud Reveal 

Bloomberg .................................................................................................... July 24, 2025 

A critical health care fight in Congress is just beginning 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... July 24, 2025 

The GOP’s Obamacare problem 

POLITICO .................................................................................................... July 24, 2025 

Here Come the ACA Premium Hikes 

KFF Health News ......................................................................................... July 24, 2025 

Republicans are split on extending Obamacare tax breaks as higher costs loom 

NBC News ................................................................................................... July 25, 2025 

Trump voters wanted lower medical bills. But for millions, bills are about to go up 

NPR ............................................................................................................. July 25, 2025 

An Expensive Health Care Cliff Is Coming Unless Republicans Stop It 

Huffpost ........................................................................................................ July 25, 2025 

https://thehill.com/newsletters/health-care/5414675-memo-advises-gop-to-extend-aca-tax-credits/
https://insurancenewsnet.com/innarticle/whats-behind-aca-premium-increases-for-2026
https://archive.is/OR5cR
http://www.koreatimes.com/article/1573770
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/trump-one-big-beautiful-bill-californians-health-coverage/3918937/
https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/column-covered-california-immigrants-stabilize-aca-marketplace-trump-health-policy/
https://californiahealthline.org/news/article/column-covered-california-immigrants-stabilize-aca-marketplace-trump-health-policy/
https://archive.ph/t0pxG
https://archive.is/DyAaP
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/07/24/critical-health-care-fight-congress-is-just-beginning/
https://archive.is/uTzQ0
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/podcast/what-the-health-407-affordable-care-act-aca-insurance-premium-rate-hikes-july-24-2025/?share=print&nb=1
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/republicans-split-extending-obamacare-tax-breaks-higher-costs-loom-rcna220601
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/07/25/nx-s1-5479075/trump-medical-debt-bbb-health-insurance
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/obamacare-premiums-trump-republicans_n_6883846de4b01be72b3eff1f


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • July 1-31, 2025  8 

Millions could lose health insurance after the ‘Big Beautiful Bill.’ Here are three ways 

states can prevent that. 

Boston Globe ............................................................................................... July 28, 2025 

Why 4 million people could lose healthcare if Republicans don’t step up 

Courier ......................................................................................................... July 28, 2025 

DACA recipients to lose CoveredCA health coverage Aug. 31 

Public News Service .................................................................................... July 29, 2025 

Trump’s Health Care Law Could Double Premiums for Millions by 2026 

The Fulcrum ................................................................................................. July 29, 2025 

More in GOP open to limited ACA subsidy extension 

Axios ............................................................................................................ July 30, 2025 

Covered California Prepares For Cuts From Federal Government 

KQED ........................................................................................................... July 30, 2025 

What the 'big, beautiful bill' means for health coverage 

Insurance News Net ..................................................................................... July 30, 2025 

Valley Medicaid recipients, providers face ‘worst case scenario’ with One Big Beautiful 

Bill passage 

KVPR ........................................................................................................... July 30, 2025 

Concerns Grow as Premium Tax Credit Sunset Looms 

Thomson Reuters ......................................................................................... July 31, 2025 

Covered California Offers Information and Resources for DACA Recipients No Longer 

Eligible for Affordable Care Act Coverage 

Santa Barbara Independent ......................................................................... July 31, 2025 

2,300 DACA recipients to lose health insurance in California 

ABC 10 San Diego ....................................................................................... July 31, 2025 

Covered California cancela servicio para beneficiarios de DACA 

Telemundo Los Angeles .............................................................................. July 31, 2025 

  

https://archive.is/GmI3e
https://archive.is/GmI3e
https://couriernewsroom.com/news/why-4-million-people-could-lose-healthcare-if-republicans-dont-step-up/
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2025-07-29/health/daca-recipients-to-lose-coveredca-health-coverage-aug-31/a97683-1
https://thefulcrum.us/governance-legislation/big-beautiful-bill-healthcare
https://archive.ph/K5nTQ
https://www.kqed.org/news/12050086
https://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/what-the-big-beautiful-bill-means-for-health-coverage
https://www.kvpr.org/health/2025-07-30/valley-medicaid-recipients-providers-face-worst-case-scenario-with-one-big-beautiful-bill-passage
https://www.kvpr.org/health/2025-07-30/valley-medicaid-recipients-providers-face-worst-case-scenario-with-one-big-beautiful-bill-passage
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/news/concerns-grow-as-premium-tax-credit-sunset-looms/
https://www.independent.com/2025/07/31/covered-california-offers-information-and-resources-for-daca-recipients-no-longer-eligible-for-affordable-care-act-coverage/
https://www.independent.com/2025/07/31/covered-california-offers-information-and-resources-for-daca-recipients-no-longer-eligible-for-affordable-care-act-coverage/
https://www.10news.com/news/2-300-daca-recipients-to-lose-health-insurance-in-california
https://www.telemundo52.com/video/fotosyvideos/covered-california-cancela-servicio-para-beneficiarios-de-daca/2783398/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 31, 2025 

Covered California Offers Information and Resources 
for DACA Recipients No Longer Eligible  

for Affordable Care Act Coverage 
 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Due to recent rule changes made by the federal government, 
Covered California enrollees who are part of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program will have their Affordable Care Act health insurance terminated on Aug. 
31, 2025. The federal rule will affect more than 2,300 DACA recipients in California. 

The decision comes from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), the 
federal agency that oversees Affordable Care Act marketplaces. In its updated 
Marketplace Integrity Rule published in June, CMS changed the definition of “lawfully 
present” to exclude DACA recipients. Covered California is required to comply with this 
new rule. 

“Covered California is deeply disheartened by the updated rule issued by this federal 
administration, which targets DACA recipients who are working to provide for their 
families and secure access to essential health insurance,” said Covered California 
Executive Director Jessica Altman. “The decision is deeply unfair to hard-working, tax-
paying individuals in California who trusted that they would have health insurance for 
2025, only to have it stripped away eight months later. While we had hoped for a 
different outcome for DACA recipients, we must comply with federal law. In anticipation 
of this rule change going into effect, Covered California is doing everything we can to 
support DACA recipients with information and resources to understand what is 
happening and find other health insurance options.” 

Covered California is working to contact every individual affected by this federal decision 
through letters, emails and calls and will continue to be a resource for people to find 
health insurance outside the marketplace. Covered California encourages all DACA 
recipients to explore health insurance options and stay covered to protect against 
financial hardship in the event of an emergency. 

(more) 
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Options for coverage may include: 

• See if you qualify for Medi-Cal by visiting CoveredCA.com or contacting your 
local county social services office or county Medi-Cal office. 

• Purchase a plan directly through a health insurance company. 

• Contact your employer to see if there is an employer-based insurance option 
available. 

Enrollees with questions or concerns about their enrollment status should contact 
Covered California for help. They can also contact legal aid or consumer assistance 
programs if they need help understanding their rights or addressing coverage concerns. 

Additionally, the California Department of Social Services’ Immigration Services Bureau 
keeps a list of qualified nonprofit organizations to provide services to immigrants who 
reside in California. For more resources and information, please visit the Immigration 
and California families webpage. 

Covered California contact information: 

• Call Center (Spanish): (800) 300-0213 

• Call Center (English): (800) 300-1506 

 

As an organization, Covered California will continue to support policies that help 
everyone access the health care they need and will provide additional information as it 
becomes available. We have also developed information in English and Spanish to help 
people navigate the ongoing changes. 

English resources: 

• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 

• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) FAQ 

                                                           

Spanish resources: 

 

• Acción Diferida para los Llegados en la Infancia (DACA)  

• Preguntas frecuentes: Acción diferida para los Llegados en la Infancia (DACA) 

 

(more) 

https://www.coveredca.com/
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/medi-cal/Pages/CountyOffices.aspx
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/immigration/contractor-contact-information
https://www.ca.gov/immigration/
https://www.ca.gov/immigration/
https://www.coveredca.com/learning-center/information-for-immigrants/deferred-action-for-childhood-arrival/
https://www.coveredca.com/learning-center/information-for-immigrants/deferred-action-for-childhood-arrival-faq/
https://www.coveredca.com/espanol/learning-center/information-for-immigrants/deferred-action-for-childhood-arrival/
https://www.coveredca.com/espanol/learning-center/information-for-immigrants/deferred-action-for-childhood-arrival-faq/
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About Covered California 
 
Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 
find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered California 
is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on a sliding 
scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health insurance plans 
and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. Depending on 
their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal 
program. 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 
the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 
five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 
about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 

### 

 

http://www.coveredca.com/

