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Since our last board meeting, the media coverage includes: 
 

• Open enrollment period ends, with 1 million Americans leaving the marketplace 
• Claims of widespread fraud on ACA marketplaces continue 
• House subpoenas health insurers to testify on fraud 
• Impacts of “Big, Beautiful Bill” starting to be felt across healthcare industry 
• Push for single payer health care system gains momentum in California 
• CMS Administrator Dr. Oz claims too many people are enrolled in ACA 

marketplaces 
• Study finds Americans cutting back on essentials to pay for health care 

 
PRESS RELEASES 

 
As Enhanced Federal Subsidies Expire, Covered California Ends Open Enrollment With 
State Subsidies Keeping Renewals Steady — for Now — and New Signups Down 
Feb. 26, 2025 .................................................................................................................. 9 
 

 
PRINT & BROADCAST 
Articles of Significance 

Beyond your insurance card: How Covered California is changing health care 
The Sacramento Bee ................................................................................... Jan. 30, 2026 

Obamacare enrollment fell by more than 1M enrollees for 2026 
Fox Business ............................................................................................... Jan. 30, 2026 

Healthcare experts warn ‘people will die’ unless state steps up amid federal cuts 
Los Angeles Times ....................................................................................... Feb. 1, 2026 

Bipartisan deal on health care subsidies not dead yet, senator says 
Semafor ........................................................................................................ Feb. 2, 2026 

5 ways to find affordable care without health insurance 
CBS News ..................................................................................................... Feb. 2, 2026 

https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2026/02/26/as-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expire-covered-california-ends-open-enrollment-with-state-subsidies-keeping-renewals-steady-for-now-and-new-signups-down/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2026/02/26/as-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expire-covered-california-ends-open-enrollment-with-state-subsidies-keeping-renewals-steady-for-now-and-new-signups-down/
https://archive.is/ea80k
https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/obamacare-enrollment-fell-more-than-1m-enrollees-2026
https://archive.is/q1obk
https://www.semafor.com/article/02/02/2026/bipartisan-deal-on-health-care-subsidies-not-dead-yet-senator-says
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/how-to-find-affordable-care-without-health-insurance/


COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • February 1, 2026 – March 15, 2026  2 

There’s a silver lining to our health care cost crisis 
Vox ................................................................................................................ Feb. 2, 2026 

Covered California new enrollments down almost one-third after subsidies lapse 
San Francisco Examiner ............................................................................... Feb. 2, 2026 

California Democrats blast spending plan without health insurance subsidies as Trump 
pushes alternative 
KCRA ............................................................................................................ Feb. 3, 2026 

Millions of Americans rely on the Affordable Care Act. They deserve an upgrade. 
The Hill .......................................................................................................... Feb. 3, 2026 

Ninez Ponce urges people to sign up for health insurance before the January deadline 
UCLA ............................................................................................................ Feb. 4, 2026 

More Americans are picking higher-deductible Obamacare plans, possibly risking their 
health 
POLITICO ..................................................................................................... Feb. 4, 2026 

Millions may drop ACA coverage — and raise health insurance costs for everyone else 
CNBC ............................................................................................................ Feb. 4, 2026 

GOP Reform Of Obamacare Doubles Down On Health Savings Accounts 
Forbes ........................................................................................................... Feb. 4, 2026 

Families are turning to thoughts and prayers as health insurance premiums hit crippling 
highs 
The Independent ........................................................................................... Feb. 4, 2026 

Senate talks to revive ACA tax credits appear to be fizzling out 
The Hill .......................................................................................................... Feb. 4, 2026 

Covered California sees big shifts in enrollments: Why verifying eligibility is critical in 
2026 
California Medical Association ...................................................................... Feb. 4, 2026 

Obamacare signups dropped by 1.2 million. Here's why that may change 
USA Today .................................................................................................... Feb. 4, 2026 

ACA Marketplace Enrollment is Down in 2026—But All of the Data Isn’t in Yet 
KFF ............................................................................................................... Feb. 5, 2026 

Concerns about health care costs after Affordable Care Act tax credits expire 
CBS News ..................................................................................................... Feb. 5, 2026 

https://archive.is/bhTBg
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/public-health/new-covered-california-enrollment-down-after-subsidies-lapse/article_1e0afdd6-52da-417c-bfcb-19cdeff7186f.html
https://www.kcra.com/article/california-democrats-on-spending-plan-feb-2026/70240968
https://www.kcra.com/article/california-democrats-on-spending-plan-feb-2026/70240968
https://thehill.com/opinion/healthcare/5719065-upgrading-aca-improving-coverage/
https://healthpolicy.ucla.edu/newsroom/blog/ninez-ponce-covered-california-speaking
https://archive.is/K3jBO
https://archive.is/K3jBO
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/04/millions-may-drop-aca-coverage-and-raise-health-costs-for-everyone-else.html
https://archive.is/9gA8T
https://www.independent.co.uk/us/money/health-insurance-premium-cost-obamacare-b2913831.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/us/money/health-insurance-premium-cost-obamacare-b2913831.html
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5723559-moreno-collins-proposal-fizzles/
https://www.cmadocs.org/newsroom/news/view/ArticleId/51119/Covered-California-sees-big-shifts-in-enrollments-Why-verifying-eligibility-is-critical-in-2026
https://www.cmadocs.org/newsroom/news/view/ArticleId/51119/Covered-California-sees-big-shifts-in-enrollments-Why-verifying-eligibility-is-critical-in-2026
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2026/02/04/obamacare-aca-subsidy-loss-tax-credits/88432938007/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/aca-marketplace-enrollment-is-down-in-2026-but-all-of-the-data-isnt-in-yet/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/concerns-about-health-care-costs-after-affordable-care-act-tax-credits-expire/
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ACA Tax Credit Negotiations Have Stalled. Senators Can’t Even Agree on a Reason 
Why. 
NOTUS ......................................................................................................... Feb. 5, 2026 

US healthcare needs fixing, but there's no agreement on how to do it 
BBC .............................................................................................................. Feb. 5, 2026 

The loss of healthcare subsidies forces Californians to pay more or go without 
Los Angeles Times ....................................................................................... Feb. 6, 2026 

She's 60 and just lost ACA subsidies. Now her health insurance costs $903 a month — 
and she's avoiding the doctor. 
Business Insider ............................................................................................ Feb. 6, 2026 

Health costs are fueling voter stress and powering Democratic campaigns 
AP News ....................................................................................................... Feb. 7, 2026 

Legislador de CA y aumento en costo de seguro medico 
Radio Bilingüe ............................................................................................... Feb. 8, 2026 

Editorial: ACA fraud is real. It’s time to get serious about fixing it 
Bloomberg ..................................................................................................... Feb. 8, 2026 

Valley hospitals, clinics brace for financial ‘tsunami’ threatening health care access 
Hanford Sentinel ........................................................................................... Feb. 9, 2026 

End of Enhanced Obamacare Subsidies Puts Tribal Health Lifeline at Risk 
The Daily Yonder .......................................................................................... Feb. 9, 2026 

Extend Obamacare Tax Credits: Calif. Assembly Votes to Pass Resolution Pressuring 
Congress and White House 
Sacramento Observer ................................................................................... Feb. 9, 2026 

CMS plans to roll back limits on nonstandard ACA plan options 
Fierce Healthcare .......................................................................................... Feb. 9, 2026 

How this California insurer is preparing as it faces up to 45% membership loss 
Becker’s Payer Issues .................................................................................. Feb. 9, 2026 

New controls on Obamacare planned for 2027 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Feb. 10, 2026 

Rising health care costs central in California Governor’s race 
Oakland Voices ........................................................................................... Feb. 10, 2026 

Obamacare sign-ups drop, but the extent won't be clear for months 
CBS News ................................................................................................... Feb. 10, 2026 

https://www.notus.org/congress/aca-republicans-democrats-abortion-health-care
https://www.notus.org/congress/aca-republicans-democrats-abortion-health-care
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0k6d6z7j3o
https://archive.is/uef0W
https://archive.is/5hkBJ
https://archive.is/5hkBJ
https://apnews.com/article/democrats-republicans-election-2026-midterms-health-care-e2ba02302f151a03fae4f1d760cf555f
https://radiobilingue.org/en/news/what-does-a-california-lawmaker-have-to-do-with-rising-health-insurance-costs
https://archive.is/RqTmH
https://hanfordsentinel.com/business/valley-hospitals-clinics-brace-for-financial-tsunami-threatening-health-care-access/article_6b322558-6092-43a5-81db-d4e44d17400e.amp.html
https://dailyyonder.com/end-of-enhanced-obamacare-subsidies-puts-tribal-health-lifeline-at-risk/2026/02/09/
https://sacobserver.com/2026/02/extend-obamacare-tax-credits-calif-assembly-votes-to-pass-resolution-pressuring-congress-and-white-house/
https://sacobserver.com/2026/02/extend-obamacare-tax-credits-calif-assembly-votes-to-pass-resolution-pressuring-congress-and-white-house/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/cms-plans-roll-back-limits-non-standard-aca-plan-options
https://www.beckerspayer.com/payer/medicaid/how-this-california-insurer-is-preparing-as-it-faces-up-to-45-membership-loss/
https://archive.is/HsU6P
https://oaklandvoices.us/2026/02/10/rising-health-care-california-governor-election-2026/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/aca-health-care-sign-ups-drop-early-2026/
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Exclusive: House panel subpoenas 8 health insurers 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Feb. 10, 2026 

Many middle-income families spend at least a tenth of their income on health insurance 
Stateline ...................................................................................................... Feb. 11, 2026 

Charted: Where health coverage breaks the bank 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Feb. 11, 2026 

Map: Where Federal Subsidies Grew ACA Enrollment 
Governing ................................................................................................... Feb. 11, 2026 

Trump proposes new Obamacare rules 
Medical Buyer ............................................................................................. Feb. 11, 2026 

Why does health care cost so much in the United States? 
KUOW / NPR .............................................................................................. Feb. 11, 2026 

Why is US health care still the most expensive in the world after decades of cost‑cutting 
initiatives? 
The Conversation ........................................................................................ Feb. 11, 2026 

Shasta and Lassen Counties face ‘dire’ health care access challenges, according to 
new report 
Shasta Scout ............................................................................................... Feb. 11, 2026 

Medical emergencies can lead to debt and bankruptcy — even for insured Americans 
CNBC .......................................................................................................... Feb. 12, 2026 

There is pervasive fraud in government healthcare programs 
Washington Examiner ................................................................................. Feb. 13, 2026 

Trump’s response to spike in ACA prices: Lower premiums, sharply higher out-of pocket 
costs 
The New York Times .................................................................................. Feb. 13, 2026 

Black Californians Hit By Massive Premium Hikes As Subsidies Vanish 
The Sacramento Observer .......................................................................... Feb. 17, 2026 

Inside Congress’ failed battle to keep Obamacare premiums from skyrocketing 
POLITICO ................................................................................................... Feb. 17, 2026 

LA County Public Health to close seven clinics amid $50 Million funding cut 
CALÓ News ................................................................................................ Feb. 18, 2026 

Some states are helping to make Obamacare plans more affordable 
Stateline ...................................................................................................... Feb. 18, 2026 

https://archive.is/oNHu3
https://stateline.org/2026/02/11/many-middle-income-families-spend-at-least-a-tenth-of-their-income-on-health-insurance/
https://archive.is/Lxkn3
https://www.governing.com/map-of-the-day/map-where-federal-subsidies-grew-aca-enrollment
https://medicalbuyer.co.in/trump-proposes-new-obamacare-rules/
https://www.kuow.org/stories/why-does-healthcare-cost-so-much-in-the-united-states
https://theconversation.com/why-is-us-health-care-still-the-most-expensive-in-the-world-after-decades-of-cost-cutting-initiatives-273743
https://theconversation.com/why-is-us-health-care-still-the-most-expensive-in-the-world-after-decades-of-cost-cutting-initiatives-273743
https://shastascout.org/shasta-and-lassen-counties-face-dire-health-care-access-challenges-according-to-new-report/
https://shastascout.org/shasta-and-lassen-counties-face-dire-health-care-access-challenges-according-to-new-report/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/12/medical-debt-bankruptcy.html
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/restoring-america/fairness-justice/4455349/pervasive-fraud-government-healthcare-programs/
https://archive.is/vVh1T
https://archive.is/vVh1T
https://sacobserver.com/2026/02/black-californians-hit-by-massive-premium-hikes-as-subsidies-vanish/
https://archive.is/vTUCb
https://www.calonews.com/health/la-county-public-health-to-close-seven-clinics-amid-50-million-funding-cut/article_a07aa18d-230b-480a-90ec-00f49c34e91d.html
https://stateline.org/2026/02/18/some-states-are-helping-to-make-obamacare-plans-more-affordable/
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State public-option health plans expand but can't fill gaps left by federal changes 
NPR ............................................................................................................ Feb. 18, 2026 

Federal tax dollars subsidize health care plans in ways you may not realize 
CBS News ................................................................................................... Feb. 19, 2026 

Donald Trump is reshaping American health care 
The Economist ............................................................................................ Feb. 19, 2026 

Health insurance: Premiums soar as ACA subsidies end 
The Week .................................................................................................... Feb. 19, 2026 

How much Californian families spend on health care 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Feb. 20, 2026 

An arbitrary rule change is threatening America’s health care system 
The Washington Post .................................................................................. Feb. 23, 2026 

The state of health care 
POLITICO ................................................................................................... Feb. 24, 2026 

The ACA health coverage subsidy lapse hit 22 million people. Here are some of their 
stories 
CNBC .......................................................................................................... Feb. 24, 2026 

Health care affordability looms over State of the Union 
Spectrum News ........................................................................................... Feb. 24, 2026 

Trump decries ‘crushing’ health costs, blames Dems 
POLITICO ................................................................................................... Feb. 25, 2026 

Obamacare sign-ups drop 
Insurance News Net .................................................................................... Feb. 25, 2026 

Trump touts drug price reductions most Americans may not feel 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Feb. 25, 2026 

She Survived Cancer: Now She's Fighting to Keep Her Insurance 
Center for Health Journalism ...................................................................... Feb. 25, 2026 

"Kind of morbid": Health premiums threaten their nest egg. A terminal diagnosis may 
spare it. 
CBS News ................................................................................................... Feb. 26, 2026 

How Will the Loss of Enhanced Premium Tax Credits Affect Older Adults? 
KFF ............................................................................................................. Feb. 26, 2026 

When it comes to health insurance, federal dollars support more than ACA plans 
Fresno Bee ................................................................................................. Feb. 26, 2026 

https://www.npr.org/2026/02/18/nx-s1-5717181/nevada-public-option-health-plan-aca
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/tax-subsidies-health-care-plans/
https://archive.is/19DCU
https://theweek.com/business/health-insurance-premiums-soar-aca-subsidies-end
https://archive.is/oelAD
https://archive.is/QpkKo
https://archive.is/hk5K2
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/24/aca-enhanced-subsidy-expiration-effects.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/02/24/aca-enhanced-subsidy-expiration-effects.html
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/southern-california/health/2026/02/25/health-care-affordability-looms-over-state-of-the-union
https://archive.is/kLOVj
https://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/obamacare-sign-ups-drop
https://archive.is/YjEWn
https://centerforhealthjournalism.org/our-work/reporting/she-survived-cancer-now-shes-fighting-keep-her-insurance
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-care-premiums-terminal-diagnosis-savings/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-care-premiums-terminal-diagnosis-savings/
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/how-will-the-loss-of-enhanced-premium-tax-credits-affect-older-adults/
https://archive.is/wgH8W
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As enhanced federal subsidies expire, Covered California ends open enrollment with 
state subsidies keeping renewals steady — for now — and new signups down 
Lassen County Times ................................................................................. Feb. 26, 2026 

New A.C.A. Plans Could Increase Family Deductibles to $31,000 
The New York Times .................................................................................. Feb. 27, 2026 

He thought his pricey medication was covered. Then came the bill. 
The Washington Post .................................................................................. Feb. 27, 2026 

He thought his pricey medication was covered. Then came the bill. 
The Washington Post .................................................................................. Feb. 27, 2026 

Californians are staying insured — but settling for health coverage they may not use 
CalMatters ................................................................................................... Feb. 28, 2026 

Covered California Ends Open Enrollment With State Subsidies Keeping Renewals 
Steady — for Now — and New Signups Down 
Contra Costa News ..................................................................................... Feb. 28, 2026 

New Affordable Care Act enrollment declines by 33% in North Bay 
The Press Democrat ................................................................................... Feb. 28, 2026 

The Cost of Not Having Health Insurance 
The Atlantic ................................................................................................... Mar. 2, 2026 

Health and Health Care Experiences of Immigrant Parents and Their Children During 
the Second Trump Term 
KFF ............................................................................................................... Mar. 2, 2026 

There were 13 full-service public health clinics in L.A. County. Now there are 6 
Los Angeles Times ....................................................................................... Mar. 3, 2026 

Even Patients Are Shocked by the Prices Their Insurers Will Pay — And It Costs All of 
Us 
KFF Health News .......................................................................................... Mar. 3, 2026 

Renewals for Covered California remain steady 
Escalon Times .............................................................................................. Mar. 3, 2026 

The quiet billing shift driving up health costs 
Axios ............................................................................................................. Mar. 3, 2026 

When health plan choices are limited, the vulnerable pay the price 
The San Diego Union Tribune ....................................................................... Mar. 4, 2026 

https://www.lassennews.com/as-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expire-covered-california-ends-open-enrollment-with-state-subsidies-keeping-renewals-steady-for-now-and-new-signups-down
https://www.lassennews.com/as-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expire-covered-california-ends-open-enrollment-with-state-subsidies-keeping-renewals-steady-for-now-and-new-signups-down
https://archive.is/W44AM
https://archive.is/ZzvlA
https://archive.is/ZzvlA
https://calmatters.org/health/2026/02/covered-california-health-bronze-plan/
https://contracosta.news/2026/02/28/covered-california-ends-open-enrollment-with-state-subsidies-keeping-renewals-steady-for-now-and-new-signups-down/
https://contracosta.news/2026/02/28/covered-california-ends-open-enrollment-with-state-subsidies-keeping-renewals-steady-for-now-and-new-signups-down/
https://archive.is/dtrSI
https://archive.is/frMzc
https://www.kff.org/immigrant-health/health-and-health-care-experiences-of-immigrant-parents-and-their-children-during-the-second-trump-term/
https://www.kff.org/immigrant-health/health-and-health-care-experiences-of-immigrant-parents-and-their-children-during-the-second-trump-term/
https://archive.is/OiqQp
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/insurers-pay-high-prices-premiums-coinsurance-cost-control-inflation-patients/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/insurers-pay-high-prices-premiums-coinsurance-cost-control-inflation-patients/
https://www.escalontimes.com/news/renewals-for-covered-california-remain-steady/
https://archive.is/okXrs
https://archive.is/IUVjS
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The number of people signing up for healthcare through Covered California drops in the 
Tri-Counties 
KCLU ............................................................................................................ Mar. 4, 2026 

Federal Cuts Revive a California Lawmaker’s Push for Single-Payer Health Care 
Capital & Main ............................................................................................... Mar. 5, 2026 

Covered California enhanced federal subsidies expire 
The Mendocino Beacon ................................................................................ Mar. 5, 2026 

The Trump policy both parties agree on 
POLITICO ..................................................................................................... Mar. 5, 2026 

40 Years of Health Policy 
KFF Health News .......................................................................................... Mar. 5, 2026 

Why healthcare is so expensive in America, and what to do about it 
Los Angeles Times ....................................................................................... Mar. 5, 2026 

American healthcare has a pricing problem 
Fierce Healthcare .......................................................................................... Mar. 6, 2026 

Californians now worry more about surprise medical bills than housing, survey finds 
The Mercury News ........................................................................................ Mar. 7, 2026 

Dr. Oz says Obamacare enrollment may be 'too high' 
NBC News .................................................................................................... Mar. 9, 2026 

California cut health care for undocumented immigrants. One lawmaker wants it back 
CalMatters ..................................................................................................... Mar. 9, 2026 

Officials: California health programs lose billions of federal dollars 
The Center Square ..................................................................................... Mar. 10, 2026 

With enhanced federal subsidies expired, Covered California sees steady renewals but 
fewer new sign-ups 
CALÓ News ................................................................................................ Mar. 11, 2026 

Health plans with no providers may reshape Obamacare 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Mar. 11, 2026 

Americans Are Cutting Back on Food and Utility Costs To Afford Health Care 
Newsweek ................................................................................................... Mar. 12, 2026 

What Americans sacrifice due to high health costs 
Axios ........................................................................................................... Mar. 12, 2026 

https://www.kclu.org/2026-03-04/number-of-people-signing-up-for-health-insurance-through-covered-california-down-in-tri-counties
https://www.kclu.org/2026-03-04/number-of-people-signing-up-for-health-insurance-through-covered-california-down-in-tri-counties
https://capitalandmain.com/federal-cuts-revive-a-california-lawmakers-push-for-single-payer-health-care
https://www.mendocinobeacon.com/2026/03/05/covered-california-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expire-2/
https://archive.is/fofkS
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/podcast/what-the-health-436-julie-rovner-40th-anniversary-chip-kahn-chris-jennings-march-5-2026/
https://archive.is/MUlZQ
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/providers/op-ed-american-healthcare-has-pricing-problem
https://archive.is/Zjrun
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/dr-oz-trump-obamacare-aca-insurance-fraud-deductible-plans-rcna262468
https://calmatters.org/health/2026/03/durazo-reverse-medical-undocumented-immigrants/
https://www.thecentersquare.com/california/article_fa9c57b5-2086-4f52-9021-83ee2cbfae67.html
https://www.calonews.com/featured-topics/health/with-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expired-covered-california-sees-steady-renewals-but-fewer-new-sign-ups/article_7a10894e-8b32-47df-8ae2-48a486f4a9bf.html
https://www.calonews.com/featured-topics/health/with-enhanced-federal-subsidies-expired-covered-california-sees-steady-renewals-but-fewer-new-sign-ups/article_7a10894e-8b32-47df-8ae2-48a486f4a9bf.html
https://archive.is/Uvkg7
https://archive.is/Y1TQq
https://archive.is/75hbK
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Americans are turning to rationing medicine and delaying retirement to cover healthcare 
costs, poll finds 
The Independent ......................................................................................... Mar. 12, 2026 

Paying cash for U.S. medical care could save you a fortune 
TheStreet .................................................................................................... Mar. 12, 2026 

Shasta County health care shortage blamed on politics 
Record Searchlight ..................................................................................... Mar. 13, 2026 

The president brands his own healthcare reform 
Washington Examiner ................................................................................. Mar. 13, 2026 

Three Weeks of War in Iran Would Have Paid For ACA Subsidy Extensions for a Year 
Meidas Touch ............................................................................................. Mar. 13, 2026 

‘Dark days’ fears as federal cuts threaten California health coverage 
State Affairs ................................................................................................ Mar. 13, 2026 

Is the ACA driving up healthcare costs? The evidence is mixed 
Los Angeles Times ..................................................................................... Mar. 14, 2026 

The Trump health care policy red and blue states are embracing 
POLITICO ................................................................................................... Mar. 15, 2026 

 

 

 

  

https://www.independent.co.uk/us/money/retirement-healthcare-medicine-costs-us-poll-b2937578.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/us/money/retirement-healthcare-medicine-costs-us-poll-b2937578.html
https://www.thestreet.com/personal-finance/paying-cash-for-u-s-medical-care-could-save-you-a-fortune
https://archive.is/g26Re
https://archive.is/r4RiQ
https://meidasnews.com/news/three-weeks-of-war-in-iran-would-have-paid-for-aca-subsidy-extensions-for-a-year
https://pro.stateaffairs.com/ca/health-care/medi-cal-expansion-threatened
https://archive.is/TBf64
https://archive.is/UScfD
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Feb. 26, 2026 
 

As Enhanced Federal Subsidies Expire, 
Covered California Ends Open Enrollment With 

State Subsidies Keeping Renewals Steady — for 
Now — and New Signups Down 

 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California announced that despite the expiration of 
federal tax credits that helped millions of Americans afford health insurance, over 1.9 
million Californians signed up for or renewed their insurance during the 2026 open-
enrollment period. 
 
This year, 235,055 Californians newly selected a health plan for 2026 and a record of 
nearly 1.7 million Californians renewed their health insurance, bringing Covered 
California’s overall enrollment to a near-record high of 1,927,371 enrollees. That 
includes 389,590 Californians who enrolled in plans with subsidies from the state of 
California that lower their monthly premiums. On average, these enrollees are receiving 
$45 per month in assistance in 2026. 
 
While the count of renewals is strong due to the historic levels of enrollment in 2025, 
California’s state subsidies showed that affordability makes the critical difference. For 
the lowest-income consumers who are eligible for state subsidies that match the 
enhanced federal financial help that has expired, renewal rates are in line with last 
year’s. On the other hand, for those middle-income consumers who lost all Enhanced 
Premium Tax Credits, the cancellation rate among renewing enrollees has been 22 
percent, double the 11 percent seen last year. 
 
“Despite Donald Trump and the Republicans’ continued attacks on health care access 
and affordability, Californians once again showed how valuable health insurance is to 
them by signing up for high-quality coverage through Covered California,” said Gov. 
Gavin Newsom. “Covered California continues to be a lifeline for working-class 
Californians. I’m proud that the state could step up and provide assistance to those who 
need it most so they can retain access to critical health insurance that helps protect 
them and their families.” 
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California allocated $190 million from the Health Care Affordability Reserve Fund 
(HCARF) in 2026 to provide state-funded tax credits for individuals earning up to 165 
percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help keep monthly premiums 
consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of up to $23,475 for an 
individual or $48,225 for a family of four. 
 
Table 1: Covered California’s Plan Selections at the End of Open Enrollment 
 

Net Plan Selection 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 

New Enrollment 255,575 263,325 306,382 345,711 235,055 

Renewals 1,521,867 1,476,043 1,478,271 1,633,793 1,692,316 

Total Plan Selections 1,777,442 1,739,368 1,784,653 1,979,504 1,927,371 

 
New enrollment is down 32 percent from last year, while renewals are up 4 percent so 
far. The count of renewing enrollees is expected to decrease over the coming months as 
fallout continues from increased premiums due to the expiration of the Enhanced 
Premium Tax Credits (EPTC). Cancellations from consumers eligible for renewal do not 
settle until after April, but based on data so far, terminations are 32 percent higher than 
last year. 
 
Following four consecutive years of growth and record enrollment in 2025, overall 
enrollment dipped in 2026, but it remains the second-highest total at the end of open 
enrollment in Covered California’s history. 
 
“This year’s open enrollment was unique for many reasons, amplified by the loss of the 
Enhanced Premium Tax Credits that have helped thousands of Californians pay for their 
monthly premiums,” Covered California Executive Director Jessica Altman said. “Many 
Californians see the value in remaining covered, but they had to make sacrifices and 
shift to lower-tier plans. We see it as a commitment to health and the value that Covered 
California provides. We’re proud of what we’ve accomplished, but much work remains, 
with more federal changes for 2027 on the horizon.” 
 
The loss of EPTC led to fewer new signups across all ethnicities for Californians, with 
new enrollment down 32 percent overall. Latino communities were most affected, with 
enrollment down 39 percent. Those who identified as Black or African American saw a 
34 percent drop in new signups. More than one in three new enrollees chose Bronze 
plans for 2026 compared to fewer than one in four last year. It also led to more than 
130,000 renewing Californians switching to Bronze-level plans for 2026. 
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Californians making above 400 percent of the federal poverty level also saw major 
declines in enrollment, as they are no longer eligible for any tax credits due to the loss of 
EPTC. New signups among this population were down 59 percent compared to last 
year, and this group had the highest renewal cancellation rate (22 percent) among all 
income groups. 
 
Nearly half of Covered California’s enrollees (935,700) reside in Southern California, 
and another 20 percent (391,680) live in the Greater Bay Area. The Sacramento and 
San Joaquin Valley region has 205,610 Californians enrolled in coverage, while 148,620 
are covered in San Diego. 
 
Signing Up for Coverage Is Easy 
 
Those who didn’t sign up for coverage during open enrollment can still get health 
insurance during Covered California’s ongoing special-enrollment periods, which are 
available to Californians experiencing a major life event, like getting married, losing a 
job, or having a child. 
 
Consumers can learn more about their options by visiting CoveredCA.com, where they 
can easily find out if they qualify for financial help and see the coverage options in their 
area. Those interested in learning more about their coverage options can also: 
 
Get free and confidential assistance over the phone, in a variety of languages, from one 
of more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations throughout the 
state that provide free, confidential help in whatever language or dialect consumers 
prefer. 
 

• Have a certified enroller call them and help them for free. 
• Use Covered California’s online calculator tool. 
• Call Covered California at (800) 300-1506. 

 
About Covered California 
 
Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 
find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered California 
is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on a sliding 
scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health insurance plans 
and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. Depending on 
their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal 
program. 
 
Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 
the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 
five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 
about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 
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