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 Media Clips 

COVERED CALIFORNIA BOARD CLIPS 

Oct. 16 – Dec. 12, 2025 

Since our last board meeting, the media coverage includes: 

 

• Covered California kicks off various Open Enrollment events throughout the state 

• Californians expected to lose health insurance coverage with the loss of federal 

subsidies 

• The federal government remains shutdown for a record number of days, in large 

part to the fight around enhanced premium tax credits 

• The ongoing debate around health insurance policy, ahead of a vote to allow 

enhanced premium tax credits expire 

• Presidential administration pushes new health care plans around health savings 

accounts 

• Congress holds votes on competing health care bills 

 

PRESS RELEASES 

 

Covered California’s Open Enrollment 2026: Here to Help Connect Californians to Care 

Despite Uncertainty Around Federal Tax Credits 

Oct. 30, 2025................................................................................................................. 16 

 

Despite Uncertainty Around Federal Tax Credits, Covered California Kicks Off Open 

Enrollment With Three Events in Los Angeles 

Nov. 5, 2025 .................................................................................................................. 22 

 

Covered California Expresses Immense Gratitude as Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi 

Retires 

Nov. 6, 2025 .................................................................................................................. 28 

 

Congresswoman Doris Matsui Joined Covered California to Kick Off Open Enrollment in 

Sacramento, Despite Uncertainty Around Federal Tax Credits at the Center of the 

Government Shutdown 

Nov. 7, 2025 .................................................................................................................. 29 

 

https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/10/30/covered-californias-open-enrollment-2026-here-to-help-connect-californians-to-care-despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/10/30/covered-californias-open-enrollment-2026-here-to-help-connect-californians-to-care-despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/05/despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits-covered-california-kicks-off-open-enrollment-with-three-events-in-los-angeles/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/05/despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits-covered-california-kicks-off-open-enrollment-with-three-events-in-los-angeles/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/06/covered-california-expresses-immense-gratitude-as-speaker-emerita-nancy-pelosi-retires/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/06/covered-california-expresses-immense-gratitude-as-speaker-emerita-nancy-pelosi-retires/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/07/congresswoman-doris-matsui-joined-covered-california-to-kick-off-open-enrollment-in-sacramento-despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits-at-the-center-of-the-government-shutdown/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/07/congresswoman-doris-matsui-joined-covered-california-to-kick-off-open-enrollment-in-sacramento-despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits-at-the-center-of-the-government-shutdown/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/07/congresswoman-doris-matsui-joined-covered-california-to-kick-off-open-enrollment-in-sacramento-despite-uncertainty-around-federal-tax-credits-at-the-center-of-the-government-shutdown/
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Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi Joined Covered California to Kick Off Open Enrollment 

in San Francisco 

Nov. 10, 2025 ................................................................................................................ 36 

 

Covered California Continues Its Open Enrollment Tour With Four Events in San Diego 

Nov. 12, 2025 ................................................................................................................ 43 

 

Covered California Continues Its Open Enrollment Tour With Two Events in Fresno 

Nov. 13, 2025 ................................................................................................................ 49 

 

Covered California Welcomes Theivanai Palaniappan as Its Chief Data and Insights 

Officer 

Nov. 24, 2025 ................................................................................................................ 55 

 

 

PRINT & BROADCAST 

Articles of Significance 

Rising Costs of Health Insurance Premiums 

CapRadio ..................................................................................................... Oct. 16, 2025 

It’s ‘too late’ to extend ACA subsidies without major disruptions, some states and 

lawmakers say 

POLITICO .................................................................................................... Oct. 16, 2025 

KPBS wants to know: How would rising health insurance costs affect you? 

KPBS ........................................................................................................... Oct. 16, 2025 

ACA enhanced subsidy lapse could hit early retirees hardest amid shutdown fight 

CNBC ........................................................................................................... Oct. 17, 2025 

Why Marjorie Taylor Greene is defending Obamacare subsidies 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... Oct. 17, 2025 

Expiration of COVID-era tax credits could spike Merced County residents’ health 

insurance costs by nearly 400% 

The Merced Focus ....................................................................................... Oct. 17, 2025 

Shutdown Shows GOP Is Still Obsessed With Obamacare Repeal 

New York Magazine ..................................................................................... Oct. 17, 2025 

Experts weigh in on fight over Obamacare premium tax credit extension 

The Center Square ...................................................................................... Oct. 18, 2025 

Congress Is Running Out of Time to Decide the Fate of Obamacare Subsidies 

The Wall Street Journal ............................................................................... Oct. 19, 2025 

https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/10/speaker-emerita-nancy-pelosi-joined-covered-california-to-kick-off-open-enrollment-in-san-francisco/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/10/speaker-emerita-nancy-pelosi-joined-covered-california-to-kick-off-open-enrollment-in-san-francisco/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/12/covered-california-continues-its-open-enrollment-tour-with-four-events-in-san-diego/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/13/covered-california-continues-its-open-enrollment-tour-with-two-events-in-fresno/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/24/covered-california-welcomes-theivanai-palaniappan-as-its-chief-data-and-insights-officer/
https://www.coveredca.com/newsroom/news-releases/2025/11/24/covered-california-welcomes-theivanai-palaniappan-as-its-chief-data-and-insights-officer/
https://www.capradio.org/news/insight/2025/10/16/rising-costs-of-health-insurance-premiums-best-of-finding-dolores-wulff-podcast-rio-americano-band-playathon/
https://archive.is/5dYGI
https://archive.is/5dYGI
https://www.kpbs.org/news/health/2025/10/16/kpbs-wants-to-know-how-would-rising-health-insurance-costs-affect-you
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/17/aca-enhanced-subsidy-lapse-government-shutdown.html
https://archive.is/csjz2
https://themercedfocus.org/expiration-of-covid-era-tax-credits-could-spike-merced-county-residents-health-insurance-costs-by-nearly-400/
https://themercedfocus.org/expiration-of-covid-era-tax-credits-could-spike-merced-county-residents-health-insurance-costs-by-nearly-400/
https://archive.is/rxK9k
https://www.thecentersquare.com/national/article_51a8a47f-80c7-4f10-942d-3496adc09c5b.html
https://archive.is/q2vKd
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Here’s who pays when undocumented immigrants get health care in America 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... Oct. 20, 2025 

Covered California’s executive director on healthcare subsidies at center of government 

shutdown 

LAist ............................................................................................................. Oct. 20, 2025 

What Steep Health Insurance Price Hikes Could Mean for Nearly 2 Million Californians 

on Covered CA 

KQED ........................................................................................................... Oct. 20, 2025 

Affordable Care Act subsidies at risk as government shutdown drags on 

KTVU ........................................................................................................... Oct. 20, 2025 

How California health care premiums could skyrocket if shutdown continues 

The Sacramento Bee ................................................................................... Oct. 20, 2025 

Thousands in Bay Area to see health care costs spike as Democrats blast Trump and 

GOP 

The Mercury News ....................................................................................... Oct. 20, 2025 

Republicans have the perfect chance to stop wasting your money on the ACA | Opinion 

USA Today ................................................................................................... Oct. 20, 2025 

Some Americans fear high health insurance premiums if ACA enhanced subsidies 

expire: 'Very much a worry' 

ABC News .................................................................................................... Oct. 21, 2025 

What Americans think about rising health care costs, according to a new AP-NORC poll 

Associated Press ......................................................................................... Oct. 21, 2025 

Vulnerable House Republicans urge Johnson to address ObamaCare subsidies 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... Oct. 21, 2025 

Over 100,000 People See Health Care Premiums Spike 

Newsweek.................................................................................................... Oct. 21, 2025 

A New Car vs. Health Insurance? Average Family Job-Based Coverage Hits $27K 

KFF Health News ......................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

The Average Cost of a Family Health Insurance Plan Is Now $27,000 

The Wall Street Journal ............................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

Obamacare Is Expensive. But So Is All Health Insurance. 

The New York Times ................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

Americans see insurance costs surge as health subsidy fight fuels shutdown 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

https://archive.is/2Zctu
https://laist.com/shows/airtalk/covered-californias-executive-director-on-healthcare-subsidies-at-center-of-government-shutdown
https://laist.com/shows/airtalk/covered-californias-executive-director-on-healthcare-subsidies-at-center-of-government-shutdown
https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101911719/what-steep-health-insurance-price-hikes-could-mean-for-nearly-2-million-californians-on-covered-ca
https://www.kqed.org/forum/2010101911719/what-steep-health-insurance-price-hikes-could-mean-for-nearly-2-million-californians-on-covered-ca
https://www.ktvu.com/news/affordable-car-act-government-shutdown
https://archive.is/rQONq
https://www.mercurynews.com/2025/10/20/thousands-in-bay-area-to-see-health-care-costs-spike-as-democrats-blast-trump-and-gop/amp/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2025/10/20/thousands-in-bay-area-to-see-health-care-costs-spike-as-democrats-blast-trump-and-gop/amp/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/columnist/2025/10/20/government-shutdown-senate-republicans-healthcare-subsidies/86617780007/
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/americans-fear-high-premiums-aca-enhanced-subsidies-expire/story?id=126613026
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/americans-fear-high-premiums-aca-enhanced-subsidies-expire/story?id=126613026
https://apnews.com/article/poll-shutdown-health-care-insurance-costs-trump-f0282a0f5bedf3f01172ed3fa0ba4fd2
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5566174-house-republicans-obamacare-tax-credits/
https://www.newsweek.com/over-100000-people-see-health-care-premiums-spike-10915844
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/workplace-health-insurance-premiums-family-plans-kff-survey/
https://archive.is/Soewo
https://archive.is/Z4xw2
https://archive.is/Yqr7s
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Why Your Health Insurance Costs Keep Rising 

TIME ............................................................................................................ Oct. 22, 2025 

Time crunch poses obstacle to ACA talks 

Axios ............................................................................................................ Oct. 22, 2025 

Trump pollster: ObamaCare subsidy extension key for GOP ahead of midterms 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

Get the Facts: Health insurance expected to rise if tax credits expire amid government 

shutdown 

KCRA ........................................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

‘It’s only gotten worse’: As ACA premiums are set to climb, some Americans opt to go 

uninsured 

NBC News ................................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

Oz says Trump has a plan to replace Obamacare — but offers no specifics 

NBC News ................................................................................................... Oct. 22, 2025 

Health care compromise appears far off as the government shutdown stalemate 

persists 

Associated Press ......................................................................................... Oct. 23, 2025 

Without subsidies, most San Diegans with ACA health insurance will see premiums 

skyrocket 

KPBS ........................................................................................................... Oct. 23, 2025 

Average Obamacare premiums are set to rise 30 percent, documents show 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... Oct. 24, 2025 

Republicans are barreling toward an Obamacare subsidy cliff — with no unified plan 

POLITICO .................................................................................................... Oct. 24, 2025 

Can you pick a good health plan this open enrollment when it’s all pricey? 

The Washington Post ................................................................................... Oct. 24, 2025 

GOP Talking Point Holds ACA Is Haunted by ‘Phantom’ Enrollees, but the Devil’s in the 

Data 

KFF Health News ......................................................................................... Oct. 24, 2025 

Harvard Professor Issues Warning Over Health Care Costs 

Newsweek.................................................................................................... Oct. 24, 2025 

Republicans Are Pulling the Plug on Healthcare 

TIME ............................................................................................................ Oct. 24, 2025 

https://time.com/7327333/health-insurance-costs-increasing-2026/
https://archive.is/FmvWk
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5568239-voters-want-obamacare-tax-credits/
https://www.kcra.com/article/affordable-care-act-government-shutdown/69106413
https://www.kcra.com/article/affordable-care-act-government-shutdown/69106413
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/obamacare-aca-premiums-climb-uninsured-rcna238048
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/obamacare-aca-premiums-climb-uninsured-rcna238048
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/oz-trump-plan-replace-aca-obamacare-no-specific-rcna239232
https://apnews.com/article/government-shutdown-aca-obamacare-subsidies-congress-trump-da06fcbc940e661234fac2ea9ee717a0
https://apnews.com/article/government-shutdown-aca-obamacare-subsidies-congress-trump-da06fcbc940e661234fac2ea9ee717a0
https://www.kpbs.org/news/health/2025/10/23/without-subsidies-most-san-diegans-with-aca-health-insurance-will-see-premiums-skyrocket
https://www.kpbs.org/news/health/2025/10/23/without-subsidies-most-san-diegans-with-aca-health-insurance-will-see-premiums-skyrocket
https://archive.is/s1Y3r
https://archive.is/42J3F
https://archive.is/Mrnb7
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/aca-marketplace-subsidies-tax-credits-insurance-federal-government-shutdown-fraud/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/aca-marketplace-subsidies-tax-credits-insurance-federal-government-shutdown-fraud/
https://www.newsweek.com/harvard-professor-issues-warning-over-healthcare-costs-10924847
https://time.com/7327735/government-shutdown-republicans-healthcare-gop/
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A new car vs. health insurance? Average family job-based coverage hits $27,000 

Los Angeles Times ...................................................................................... Oct. 25, 2025 

The shutdown’s looming health care cliff 

POLITICO .................................................................................................... Oct. 26, 2025 

Why the ACA needs young people — and the looming 'death spiral' for health insurance 

NPR ............................................................................................................. Oct. 26, 2025 

GOP grows uneasy over voters’ health care premiums amid shutdown standoff 

CNN ............................................................................................................. Oct. 26, 2025 

Health insurance premiums are a shock… Covered CA premiums could double. 

Korea Times ................................................................................................. Oct. 27, 2025 

Republicans grapple with voter frustration over rising health care premiums 

Associated Press ......................................................................................... Oct. 27, 2025 

ObamaCare sticker shock begins as open enrollment meets shutdown deadlock 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... Oct. 27, 2025 

Republicans not on the same page about future health care plans 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... Oct. 27, 2025 

Covered California health insurance expected to skyrocket 

Spectrum News ............................................................................................ Oct. 28, 2025 

A ticking clock: How states are preparing for a last-minute Obamacare deal 

ABC News .................................................................................................... Oct. 28, 2025 

Covered California Premiums Set to Increase as Tax Credits Face Expiration 

Black Voice News ........................................................................................ Oct. 28, 2025 

CMS touts $50 ObamaCare premiums 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... Oct. 28, 2025 

The GOP’s ObamaCare Opportunity 

The Wall Street Journal ............................................................................... Oct. 28, 2025 

Obamacare Prices Become Public, Highlighting Big Increases 

The New York Times ................................................................................... Oct. 29, 2025 

Is Obamacare doomed without extended subsidies? 

NPR ............................................................................................................. Oct. 29, 2025 

What to know about ACA open enrollment 

The Hill ......................................................................................................... Oct. 30, 2025 

https://archive.is/uLXoA
https://archive.is/q0Muw
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/10/26/nx-s1-5577940/health-insurance-government-shutdown-aca-open-enrollment-death-spiral
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/26/politics/health-care-premiums-obamacare-republicans-shutdown
http://www.koreatimes.com/article/20251026/1586609
https://apnews.com/article/health-care-subsidies-obamacare-shutdown-e94d96a8a837a5f7f681dc6893872d3b
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5572648-obamacare-sticker-shock-begins-as-open-enrollment-meets-deadlock-in-congress/
https://thehill.com/newsletters/5575607-republicans-not-on-the-same-page-about-future-health-care-plans/
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/southern-california/health/2025/10/28/covered-california-increase
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/ticking-clock-states-preparing-minute-obamacare-deal/story?id=126912867
https://blackvoicenews.com/2025/10/28/covered-california-premiums-rise/
https://thehill.com/newsletters/health-care/5577868-cms-touts-50-obamacare-premiums/
https://archive.is/OtewF
https://archive.is/FySHA
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/29/nx-s1-5588653/is-obamacare-doomed-without-extended-subsidies
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5575389-open-enrollment-aca-premiums-rise/amp/
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Here’s How Much Obamacare Prices Are Rising Across the Country 

The New York Times ................................................................................... Oct. 30, 2025 

Here's what could happen if Obamacare subsidies aren't extended 

NPR ............................................................................................................. Oct. 30, 2025 

The Truth About ObamaCare Costs 

The Wall Street Journal ............................................................................... Oct. 30, 2025 

Covered California’s Dr. Soni explains your coverage options 

Rolling Out ................................................................................................... Oct. 31, 2025 

Health insurance premiums for 1.7 million Californians on Obamacare will soar as 

federal subsidies end 

Los Angeles Times ...................................................................................... Oct. 31, 2025 

California nonprofit predicts 26% jump in ACA health insurance premiums next year 

CBS News .................................................................................................... Oct. 31, 2025 

Healthcare enrollment starts Nov. 1 in California — with big rate hikes 

Berkeleyside ................................................................................................ Oct. 31, 2025 

I’ve covered Obamacare for years. Here’s who should be worried as enrollment starts. 

The Washington Post .................................................................................... Nov. 1, 2025 

The unaffordability of Obamacare comes home to roost 

The Washington Post .................................................................................... Nov. 1, 2025 

Covered California kicks off open enrollment period with event in Los Angeles 

CBS News ..................................................................................................... Nov. 5, 2025 

Covered California enrollees could potentially face premium spike amid tax credit 

uncertainty 

CBS 8 San Diego .......................................................................................... Nov. 6, 2025 

America’s health-care costs are shooting up 

The Economist .............................................................................................. Nov. 6, 2025 

Covered California enrollees could potentially face premium spike amid tax credit 

uncertainty 

CBS 8 San Diego .......................................................................................... Nov. 6, 2025 

Covered California kicks off open enrollment amid health care subsidy uncertainty 

The Sacramento Bee .................................................................................... Nov. 7, 2025 

Latino leaders encourage people to enroll in Covered California, despite government 

shutdown 

CALÓ News .................................................................................................. Nov. 7, 2025 

https://archive.is/25Kgp
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/30/nx-s1-5591393/heres-what-could-happen-if-obamacare-subsidies-arent-extended
https://archive.is/GY2U0
https://rollingout.com/2025/10/31/covered-californias-dr-soni-options/
https://archive.is/Qv2dt
https://archive.is/Qv2dt
https://www.cbsnews.com/sanfrancisco/news/california-nonprofit-predicts-jump-aca-health-insurance-premiums-next-year/
https://www.berkeleyside.org/2025/10/31/aca-covered-california-rate-hikes-subsidies-republicans-uninsured-2
https://archive.is/3m2lG
https://archive.is/QU2a3
https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/covered-california-open-enrollment-health-insurance/
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/covered-california-enrollees-could-potentially-face-premium-spike/509-32256d12-0823-4b74-b765-ba3a9a488906
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/covered-california-enrollees-could-potentially-face-premium-spike/509-32256d12-0823-4b74-b765-ba3a9a488906
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2025/11/06/americas-health-care-costs-are-shooting-up
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/covered-california-enrollees-could-potentially-face-premium-spike/509-32256d12-0823-4b74-b765-ba3a9a488906
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/local/covered-california-enrollees-could-potentially-face-premium-spike/509-32256d12-0823-4b74-b765-ba3a9a488906
https://archive.is/NzEM2
https://www.calonews.com/communities/los-angeles/latino-leaders-encourage-people-to-enroll-in-covered-california-despite-government-shutdown/article_4186c818-795e-493e-aa69-a2bcb10c94c4.html
https://www.calonews.com/communities/los-angeles/latino-leaders-encourage-people-to-enroll-in-covered-california-despite-government-shutdown/article_4186c818-795e-493e-aa69-a2bcb10c94c4.html
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Health insurance premiums set to soar for 29,000 Sonoma, Napa Covered California 

enrollees as subsidies near expiration 

The Press Democrat ..................................................................................... Nov. 7, 2025 

Covered California opens 2026 enrollment amid uncertainty 

The Star News .............................................................................................. Nov. 7, 2025 

Trump calls for ACA subsidies to be sent to consumers 

Axios ............................................................................................................. Nov. 8, 2025 

These GOP states would suffer the biggest blows if Affordable Care Act subsidies 

expire, analysts say 

Fortune ......................................................................................................... Nov. 9, 2025 

Covered California enrollment is here. So is the sticker shock. 

Monterey County Now ................................................................................ Nov. 10, 2025 

Preparing for ‘the worst’: state lawmakers share grim outlook on health care impacts to 

Central Valley 

Fresnoland .................................................................................................. Nov. 11, 2025 

Jeffries, Democrats will offer 3-year extension of ObamaCare subsidies 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Nov. 11, 2025 

Democrats want to extend Obamacare credits. Republicans have other ideas. 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Nov. 11, 2025 

What the End of Obamacare Subsidies Could Mean for Your Health Coverage 

TIME ........................................................................................................... Nov. 11, 2025 

San Diego Covered California enrollees concerned over expected premium increases 

NBC 7 San Diego ........................................................................................ Nov. 12, 2025 

Covered California Opens Enrollment; Warns of Premium Hikes If Tax Credits End 

The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint .............................................................. Nov. 12, 2025 

Skyrocketing ACA premiums force enrollees to make tough decisions 

CNN ............................................................................................................ Nov. 13, 2025 

Health care tax credits are set to expire, raising costs for millions. Here's what to know. 

CBS News ................................................................................................... Nov. 13, 2025 

Californians brace for higher health insurance costs as pandemic-era subsidies near 

expiration 

ABC 10 ....................................................................................................... Nov. 13, 2025 

Get your low-cost health insurance before January 31st 

La Opinión................................................................................................... Nov. 13, 2025 

https://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/health-insurance-premiums-set-to-soar-for-29000-sonoma-napa-covered-california-enrollees-as-subsidies-near-expiration
https://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/health-insurance-premiums-set-to-soar-for-29000-sonoma-napa-covered-california-enrollees-as-subsidies-near-expiration
https://www.thestarnews.com/covered-california-opens-2026-enrollment-amid-uncertainty/
https://archive.is/SWNj1
https://fortune.com/2025/11/09/aca-subsidies-republican-states-government-shutdown-affordable-care-act-obamacare-medicaid/
https://fortune.com/2025/11/09/aca-subsidies-republican-states-government-shutdown-affordable-care-act-obamacare-medicaid/
https://www.montereycountynow.com/blogs/opinion_blog/covered-california-enrollment-is-here-so-is-the-sticker-shock/article_c265ea76-4830-4723-b882-5f1dc8e22c7e.html
https://fresnoland.org/2025/11/11/preparing-for-the-worst-state-lawmakers-share-grim-outlook-on-health-care-impacts-to-central-valley/
https://fresnoland.org/2025/11/11/preparing-for-the-worst-state-lawmakers-share-grim-outlook-on-health-care-impacts-to-central-valley/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5601280-obamacare-subsidies-extension-fight-house-democrats/
https://archive.is/U50Ba
https://time.com/7332658/government-shutdown-over-aca-subsidies/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/video/local/covered-california-2026-premium-increases/3930634/
https://sdvoice.info/covered-california-opens-enrollment-warns-of-premium-hikes-if-tax-credits-end/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/11/09/politics/aca-enrollment-premiums-increase-impact
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/government-shutdown-affordable-care-act-premium-tax-credits-what-next/
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/california/californians-higher-health-insurance-costs-pandemic-subsidies/103-05123b49-0513-41a2-bca9-54941a42946a
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/california/californians-higher-health-insurance-costs-pandemic-subsidies/103-05123b49-0513-41a2-bca9-54941a42946a
https://laopinion.com/2025/11/13/adquiere-tu-seguro-medico-a-bajo-costo-antes-del-31-de-enero/
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San Diego congressional Democrats say fight for health care tax credits isn’t over 

KPBS .......................................................................................................... Nov. 13, 2025 

Barring a Sharp Shift, Health Insurance Costs Will Skyrocket 

Capital & Main ............................................................................................. Nov. 13, 2025 

“Big Beautiful Bill” fallout could be “devastating” to Valley health care, Assembly 

members say 

The Merced Focus ...................................................................................... Nov. 13, 2025 

Health Care options in Orange County if ObamaCare ends 

New Santa Ana ........................................................................................... Nov. 13, 2025 

With government reopened, healthcare orgs press lawmakers to act swiftly on ACA 

subsidies 

Fierce Healthcare ........................................................................................ Nov. 13, 2025 

Meet the newly uninsured 

Vox .............................................................................................................. Nov. 14, 2025 

Even with the government open, millions of Americans could see their healthcare costs 

skyrocket 

Business Insider .......................................................................................... Nov. 14, 2025 

They want to be California’s next governor. Here’s what they’d do about health care 

CalMatters ................................................................................................... Nov. 14, 2025 

Senate GOP deeply divided over next steps on rising health care costs 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Nov. 14, 2025 

Covered California highlights access in time of uncertainty 

Mid Valley Times ......................................................................................... Nov. 14, 2025 

Many Californians Face Uncertainty With Healthcare Coverage 

KQED .......................................................................................................... Nov. 14, 2025 

Covered California enrollment’s open. But without a tax credits extension, will 

thousands in the Valley be unable to pay? 

The Merced Focus ...................................................................................... Nov. 15, 2025 

Congress’ Obamacare subsidy vote could set off state scramble 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Nov. 16, 2025 

GOP plans to replace Obamacare have failed. Here’s what lawmakers propose now. 

The Washington Post .................................................................................. Nov. 16, 2025 

Oz: Trump administration weighing ACA subsidies extension 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Nov. 16, 2025 

https://www.kpbs.org/news/politics/2025/11/13/san-diego-congressional-democrats-say-fight-for-healthcare-tax-credits-isnt-over
https://capitalandmain.com/barring-a-sharp-shift-health-insurance-costs-will-skyrocket
https://themercedfocus.org/big-beautiful-bill-fallout-could-be-devastating-to-valley-health-care-assembly-members-say/
https://themercedfocus.org/big-beautiful-bill-fallout-could-be-devastating-to-valley-health-care-assembly-members-say/
https://newsantaana.com/health-care-options-in-orange-county-if-obamacare-ends/
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/healthcare-orgs-press-lawmakers-act-swiftly-aca-subsidies
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/regulatory/healthcare-orgs-press-lawmakers-act-swiftly-aca-subsidies
https://archive.is/Ab178
https://www.businessinsider.com/aca-health-insurance-costs-skyrocket-government-shutdown-what-to-know-2025-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/aca-health-insurance-costs-skyrocket-government-shutdown-what-to-know-2025-11
https://calmatters.org/health/2025/11/gubernatorial-health-care-california-2026/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5605032-senate-republicans-divided-health-premiums/
https://midvalleytimes.com/article/health/2025/11/14/covered-california-highlights-access-in-time-of-uncertainty/
https://www.kqed.org/news/12064098/many-californians-face-uncertainty-with-healthcare-coverage
https://themercedfocus.org/covered-california-enrollments-open-but-with-no-tax-credits-extension-will-thousands-in-the-valley-be-unable-to-pay/
https://themercedfocus.org/covered-california-enrollments-open-but-with-no-tax-credits-extension-will-thousands-in-the-valley-be-unable-to-pay/
https://archive.is/Yt9he
https://archive.is/uQcy6
https://thehill.com/homenews/5608026-oz-trump-administration-aca-subsidies-extension/
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Sacramento nonprofit braces for big hike in health care costs with no current ACA 

subsidy deal 

CBS News ................................................................................................... Nov. 16, 2025 

ACA push enters new phase with clock ticking 

Axios ........................................................................................................... Nov. 17, 2025 

Ahead of the midterm elections, will Trump accelerate his plan to replace Obamacare? 

Korea Times ................................................................................................ Nov. 17, 2025 

Stopping the health insurance “death spiral” 

The Washington Post .................................................................................. Nov. 17, 2025 

White House plans to release health bill and backs reconciliation 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Nov. 18, 2025 

Trump Tells Congress to Not ‘Waste’ Time on Obamacare Subsidies 

Bloomberg................................................................................................... Nov. 18, 2025 

‘I don’t want to get jammed by the Senate’: House Republicans race to develop a health 

care plan 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Nov. 18, 2025 

House GOP leaders pitch members on addressing ‘Unaffordable Care Act’ 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Nov. 18, 2025 

Obamacare tax credits look likely to expire as Trump rules out an extension 

NBC News .................................................................................................. Nov. 18, 2025 

Why Covered California May Get More Expensive 

CapRadio .................................................................................................... Nov. 18, 2025 

The Do’s and Don’ts of Covered California: What You Need to Know for Open 

Enrollment 

ABC 10 Sacramento ................................................................................... Nov. 18, 2025 

What to know about GOP’s ObamaCare talks, Trump’s push for direct payments 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Nov. 19, 2025 

Millions could go without health care coverage in 2026. Here’s why. 

USA Today .................................................................................................. Nov. 19, 2025 

Help finding affordable health insurance 

NBC Bay Area ............................................................................................. Nov. 19, 2025 

As health care becomes more expensive, what’s next for Covered California and the 

Latinos who rely on it? 

CALÓ News ................................................................................................ Nov. 19, 2025 

https://www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/news/sacramento-roberts-family-development-center-health-care-costs/
https://www.cbsnews.com/sacramento/news/sacramento-roberts-family-development-center-health-care-costs/
https://archive.is/idcyo
http://www.koreatimes.com/article/20251117/1589448
https://archive.is/5QY11
https://archive.is/IGDTR
https://archive.is/ecVNt
https://archive.is/gpgdB
https://archive.is/gpgdB
https://archive.is/XhyvI
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/congress/obamacare-premium-subsidies-likely-expire-trump-opposes-extension-rcna244650
https://www.capradio.org/news/insight/2025/11/18/why-covered-california-may-get-more-expensive-new-statewide-e-bike-coalition-100-years-of-palestine-exhibit/
https://www.abc10.com/video/news/local/california/the-dos-and-donts-of-covered-california-what-you-need-to-know-for-open-enrollment/103-59f69ab8-15de-47a4-bbb6-91a66ff19cdb
https://www.abc10.com/video/news/local/california/the-dos-and-donts-of-covered-california-what-you-need-to-know-for-open-enrollment/103-59f69ab8-15de-47a4-bbb6-91a66ff19cdb
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5611836-trump-republicans-aca-subsidies-health-care-plan/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2025/11/19/aca-obamacare-tax-credit-shutdown/87336302007/
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/video/news/local/affordable-health-insurance/3983696/
https://www.calonews.com/health/as-health-care-becomes-more-expensive-what-s-next-for-covered-california-and-the-latinos/article_6d68b107-9353-4872-b289-406afd8e37c7.html
https://www.calonews.com/health/as-health-care-becomes-more-expensive-what-s-next-for-covered-california-and-the-latinos/article_6d68b107-9353-4872-b289-406afd8e37c7.html
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‘We Can’t Afford to Stay’: Californians Weigh Drastic Moves as Health Premiums Rise 

KQED .......................................................................................................... Nov. 19, 2025 

Obamacare sticker shock: Three factors pushing premiums to record highs 

FOX News ................................................................................................... Nov. 19, 2025 

Lawmakers weigh replacing Obamacare tax credits with health savings accounts 

The Center Square ..................................................................................... Nov. 19, 2025 

The Affordable Care Act's enhanced subsidies look doomed 

Axios ........................................................................................................... Nov. 20, 2025 

Your Health Insurance Premiums May Double Soon. 3 Steps to Take Right Now 

Inc. .............................................................................................................. Nov. 20, 2025 

Encanto Community Gathers for Covered California Conversation at the Mental Bar 

The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint .............................................................. Nov. 20, 2025 

Trump and Republicans once more face a tough political fight over Obama-era health 

law 

Associated Press ........................................................................................ Nov. 20, 2025 

With ACA subsidies set to expire, experts offer views on cost, coverage and alternatives 

PBS News ................................................................................................... Nov. 20, 2025 

GOP barrels toward ObamaCare cliff as prospects dim for subsidy extensions 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Nov. 21, 2025 

Californians face rising health costs as Congress debates fate of ACA subsidies 

Spectrum News ........................................................................................... Nov. 21, 2025 

Bay Area Affordable Care Act policyholders brace for price hikes 

The Mercury News ...................................................................................... Nov. 21, 2025 

Trump Says He Wants Obamacare Alternative Done By End Of January—After 

Subsidies Expire 

Forbes ......................................................................................................... Nov. 21, 2025 

Americans Googling Obamacare Are Finding “Junk Insurance” Instead 

Bloomberg................................................................................................... Nov. 22, 2025 

How some Americans react to lawmakers' actions on the Affordable Care Act 

NPR ............................................................................................................ Nov. 22, 2025 

Trump to push new Republican plan on Obamacare subsidies 

Axios ........................................................................................................... Nov. 23, 2025 

East Bay residents consider dropping health insurance as premiums skyrocket 

Richmondside ............................................................................................. Nov. 24, 2025 

https://www.kqed.org/science/1999325/we-cant-afford-to-stay-californians-weigh-drastic-moves-as-health-premiums-rise
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/obamacare-sticker-shock-three-factors-pushing-premiums-record-highs
https://www.thecentersquare.com/national/article_b35fad02-95c1-47d7-b57c-7dd603c629a7.html
https://archive.is/CnGZY
https://www.inc.com/minda-zetlin/your-health-insurance-premiums-may-double-soon-3-steps-to-take-right-now/91267743
https://sdvoice.info/encanto-community-gathers-for-covered-california-conversation-at-the-mental-bar/
https://apnews.com/article/trump-affordable-care-act-health-subsidies-expire-2d9fad3c8132ae49a2b9bc27a7ac8531
https://apnews.com/article/trump-affordable-care-act-health-subsidies-expire-2d9fad3c8132ae49a2b9bc27a7ac8531
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/with-aca-subsidies-set-to-expire-experts-offer-views-on-cost-coverage-and-alternatives
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5616289-gop-obamacare-subsidies-cliff/
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/southern-california/health/2025/11/21/aca-subsidies-covered-california-healthcare
https://archive.is/kbLVa
https://archive.is/IvIi8
https://archive.is/IvIi8
https://archive.is/Aidjm
https://www.npr.org/2025/11/22/nx-s1-5615125/how-some-americans-react-to-lawmakers-actions-on-the-affordable-care-act
https://archive.is/lDaWU
https://richmondside.org/2025/11/24/covered-california-health-insurance-premiums-increasing/
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White House circulates a plan to extend Obamacare subsidies as Trump pledges health 

care fix 

Associated Press ........................................................................................ Nov. 24, 2025 

Exclusive: Americans waiting for Obamacare subsidies delay or drop health insurance 

Reuters ....................................................................................................... Nov. 24, 2025 

Trump health plan raises key questions 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Nov. 25, 2025 

Theivanai Palaniappan Tapped As Chief Data Officer For Covered California 

India West ................................................................................................... Nov. 25, 2025 

Once Foes of Obamacare, Some Republicans Push to Protect It 

The New York Times .................................................................................. Nov. 25, 2025 

Trump says he would 'rather not' extend Obamacare tax credits 'at all' 

NBC News .................................................................................................. Nov. 25, 2025 

California Lawmakers Press Trump, Congress to Act as ACA Subsidy Expiration 

Threatens Premium Spike 

ABC 10 Sacramento ................................................................................... Nov. 25, 2025 

Palaniappan is new Covered California data, insights officer 

Escalon Times ............................................................................................ Nov. 27, 2025 

Health deal hinges on Trump 

POLITICO ..................................................................................................... Dec. 1, 2025 

Senate barrels toward failure on health care 

POLITICO ..................................................................................................... Dec. 1, 2025 

GOP faces a familiar dilemma: What to do about Obamacare? 

The Washington Post .................................................................................... Dec. 1, 2025 

GOP pessimism grows over any deal to extend expiring health care subsidies 

The Hill .......................................................................................................... Dec. 2, 2025 

Extending Obamacare COVID Subsidies Will Result In Employers Dropping Insurance 

Coverage 

The Federalist ............................................................................................... Dec. 2, 2025 

Chances dwindling for renewal of health care subsidies, risking premium spikes for 

millions 

Associated Press .......................................................................................... Dec. 2, 2025 

https://apnews.com/article/trump-affordable-care-act-proposal-subsidies-democrats-dcbd606d8c35f403136b9547d88e0449
https://apnews.com/article/trump-affordable-care-act-proposal-subsidies-democrats-dcbd606d8c35f403136b9547d88e0449
https://archive.is/xtk1a
https://archive.is/g7Xw4
https://indiawest.com/theivanai-palaniappan-tapped-as-chief-data-officer-for-covered-california/
https://archive.is/jvoKz
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-says-rather-not-extend-obamacare-tax-credits-rcna245998
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/california-lawmakers-press-trump-congress-to-act-as-aca-subsidy-expiration-threatens-premium-spike/103-2155d2e2-a225-4b83-b5e5-4b257310c890
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/california-lawmakers-press-trump-congress-to-act-as-aca-subsidy-expiration-threatens-premium-spike/103-2155d2e2-a225-4b83-b5e5-4b257310c890
https://www.escalontimes.com/news/palaniappan-is-new-covered-california-data-insights-officer/
https://archive.is/QKC7t
https://archive.is/H2uSX
https://archive.is/Y5MvU
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/5628853-enhanced-health-subsidies-fight/
https://thefederalist.com/2025/12/02/extending-obamacare-covid-subsidies-will-result-in-employers-dropping-insurance-coverage/
https://thefederalist.com/2025/12/02/extending-obamacare-covid-subsidies-will-result-in-employers-dropping-insurance-coverage/
https://apnews.com/article/health-care-congress-subsidies-trump-fbb4837bde0ef8ca0a82545ef1be21bc
https://apnews.com/article/health-care-congress-subsidies-trump-fbb4837bde0ef8ca0a82545ef1be21bc
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Many East Bay residents consider giving up health insurance with premiums set to 

skyrocket 

Berkeleyside ................................................................................................. Dec. 2, 2025 

Republicans want a health care plan. They don’t know what will go in it. 

POLITICO ..................................................................................................... Dec. 2, 2025 

Bipartisan deal on Obamacare subsidies fades as Republicans push HSA plan 

FOX News ..................................................................................................... Dec. 3, 2025 

1.6 Million Americans Removed From Health Care Plan Under Trump Admin 

Newsweek..................................................................................................... Dec. 3, 2025 

Senate panel sees opening, however slight, for health care deal 

Roll Call......................................................................................................... Dec. 3, 2025 

ACA tax credits set to expire as Liccardo and Kiley seek bipartisan fix 

ABC 10 Sacramento ..................................................................................... Dec. 3, 2025 

Obamacare fraud report has Republicans crying foul 

POLITICO ..................................................................................................... Dec. 3, 2025 

Where the blame will fall if ACA subsidies expire, according to a new poll 

Associated Press .......................................................................................... Dec. 4, 2025 

Poll Suggests G.O.P. Will Face More Blame if Obamacare Subsidies Go Away 

The New York Times .................................................................................... Dec. 4, 2025 

Bipartisan House Group Proposes Long-Shot Health Care Plan 

The New York Times .................................................................................... Dec. 4, 2025 

House GOP splits over Obamacare fix as costs poised to spike for millions 

FOX News ..................................................................................................... Dec. 4, 2025 

Health Savings Accounts, Backed by GOP, Cover Fancy Saunas but Not Insurance 

Premiums 

KFF Health News .......................................................................................... Dec. 5, 2025 

ObamaCare anxiety rising among House GOP centrists: ‘To do this is buffoonery’ 

The Hill .......................................................................................................... Dec. 5, 2025 

Democrats will force a vote on bill to extend expiring Affordable Care Act tax credits 

NBC News .................................................................................................... Dec. 5, 2025 

Is Covered California the Right Health Insurance Option for You? 

Hmong Daily News ....................................................................................... Dec. 6, 2025 

https://www.berkeleyside.org/2025/12/02/covered-california-health-insurance-premiums-increasing
https://www.berkeleyside.org/2025/12/02/covered-california-health-insurance-premiums-increasing
https://archive.is/cmwu4
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/bipartisan-deal-obamacare-subsidies-fades-republicans-push-hsa-plan
https://www.newsweek.com/americans-health-care-plan-trump-medicaid-11140245
https://rollcall.com/2025/12/03/senate-panel-sees-opening-however-slight-for-health-care-deal/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20First%20Edition&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Pcf5e4lZhRb_Q0KAVw2U636F7zOyZ5pGIn8CRy-EY1Fn8xNpbYUnvDXhNP2x_9ZZ_BXkyqpFUVzm8sImn8vkYbnl_22LosqCh2DSGSZYuujbVWM0&_hsmi=392957508&utm_content=392957508&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.abc10.com/article/entertainment/television/programs/to-the-point/aca-tax-liccardo-kiley-seek-bipartisan-fix/103-479e2e50-8b6c-4c8c-8ee8-c294c77e3768
https://archive.is/Lp22K
https://apnews.com/article/affordable-care-act-health-insurance-kff-poll-c2ff791e32c6768c871ee9131770261d?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20First%20Edition&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9ZNe-7UihYK4p5Dhm5pFAAMgrFRHhPcz_0d75VIp3wEho2GA8M6zpgZfkWqbmQZgNmlCZwz76crgvQU0R6_lvis0SGOckOd6w8tp3KUe9OLxkJI10&_hsmi=392957508&utm_content=392957508&utm_source=hs_email
https://archive.ph/AifCu
https://archive.is/9N0BS
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/house-gop-splits-over-obamacare-fix-costs-poised-spike-millions
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/health-savings-accounts-hsa-insurance-premiums-republicans-obamacare/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/health-savings-accounts-hsa-insurance-premiums-republicans-obamacare/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5634256-gop-health-care-plans-frustration/
https://www.nbcnews.com/now/video/democrats-to-force-a-senate-vote-on-3-year-extension-of-affordable-care-act-funds-253809733503
https://hmongdailynews.com/is-covered-california-the-right-health-insurance-option-for-you-p992-121.htm


COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • October 16 – December 12, 2025  13 

Covered California expects 400,000 policy holders to be in limbo if health care subsidies 

aren't extended 

KCRA Sacramento ........................................................................................ Dec. 7, 2025 

Senate focus turns to health care ahead of long-anticipated vote this week 

CBS News ..................................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

With Subsidies In Limbo, Obamacare New Sign-Ups Lag Last Year’s Pace 

Forbes ........................................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

Obamacare Users Face Higher Deductibles, Higher Premiums 

The New York Times .................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

ACA approval hits new high: Gallup 

The Hill .......................................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

Uncertainty surrounding Covered California cost increases 

Telemundo 48 ............................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

Affordable Care Act enrollment is slightly ahead of last year so far, despite expiring 

subsidies 

Associated Press .......................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

G.O.P. Senators Push Health Care Options as Vote Looms 

The New York Times .................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

With big health care premium hikes due Jan. 1, Congress is stuck on how to help 

The Sacramento Bee .................................................................................... Dec. 8, 2025 

Senate Republicans unveil plan to replace Obamacare subsidies with health savings 

accounts 

FOX News ..................................................................................................... Dec. 9, 2025 

Trump’s Idea for Health Accounts Has Been Tried. Millions of Patients Have Ended Up 

in Debt. 

KFF Health News .......................................................................................... Dec. 9, 2025 

Bombshell Obamacare fraud report gives fiscal conservatives boost in fight over 

subsidies 

Washington Examiner ................................................................................... Dec. 9, 2025 

Senate heads toward dueling partisan votes on health care, with each likely to fail 

Associated Press .......................................................................................... Dec. 9, 2025 

House GOP health care package will exclude ACA subsidy extension 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Dec. 10, 2025 

https://www.kcra.com/article/covered-california-health-care-subsidies-california-politics-360/69649812
https://www.kcra.com/article/covered-california-health-care-subsidies-california-politics-360/69649812
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/senate-health-care-vote-democrats/
https://archive.is/bTzZx
https://archive.is/32bVl
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5638360-aca-affordable-care-act-obama-care-approval/
https://www.telemundoareadelabahia.com/noticias/local/incrementos-costos-covered-california/2503946/
https://apnews.com/article/affordable-care-act-enrollment-subsidies-health-90ad8b27a6693c5aa03a9ca841048479
https://apnews.com/article/affordable-care-act-enrollment-subsidies-health-90ad8b27a6693c5aa03a9ca841048479
https://archive.is/z6i71
https://archive.is/ldXJM
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/senate-republicans-unveil-plan-replace-obamacare-subsidies-health-savings-accounts
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/senate-republicans-unveil-plan-replace-obamacare-subsidies-health-savings-accounts
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/trump-health-accounts-hsa-cash-patient-debt-high-deductible-insurance/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/trump-health-accounts-hsa-cash-patient-debt-high-deductible-insurance/
https://archive.is/5meCD
https://archive.is/5meCD
https://apnews.com/article/senate-health-care-insurance-premiums-ee6ccda9ea9df4a8e5a0af351e65afd4
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5642438-house-gop-health-care-vote-subsidies/
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Uncertainty over ACA subsidies persists as enrollment deadline looms 

CNBC .......................................................................................................... Dec. 10, 2025 

Health insurance costs expected to increase sharply in 2026 amid federal policy 

changes 

Mountain View Voice .................................................................................. Dec. 10, 2025 

Battleground Republicans clash with hard-liners over Obamacare subsidies as party 

talks health care strategy 

CNN ............................................................................................................ Dec. 10, 2025 

States try to lower cost of ACA premiums as debate to extend subsidies continues 

NPR ............................................................................................................ Dec. 10, 2025 

Plan-Switching, Sign-Up Impersonations: Obamacare Enrollment Fraud Persists 

KFF Health News ........................................................................................ Dec. 10, 2025 

New Affordable Care Act enrollment down by 35% in North Bay 

The Press Democrat ................................................................................... Dec. 10, 2025 

Some Republicans Break With Leaders on Saving ACA Subsidies 

The Wall Street Journal .............................................................................. Dec. 10, 2025 

What fraud? State Obamacare officials don’t see the problem GOP subsidy opponents 

do 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Dec. 11, 2025 

Cracks forming in Democrats’ demand for 3-year ObamaCare extension 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Dec. 11, 2025 

Democrats and Republicans have competing Obamacare plans. Here’s how they’d 

affect premiums. 

POLITICO ................................................................................................... Dec. 11, 2025 

Competing health care plans fail in the Senate as ACA premium hikes loom 

NPR ............................................................................................................ Dec. 11, 2025 

With Obamacare premium hikes, more people opting for no coverage or cheaper plans 

NBC News .................................................................................................. Dec. 11, 2025 

Senate fails to advance competing plans to extend Obamacare premium subsidies 

ABC 10 Sacramento ................................................................................... Dec. 11, 2025 

With Senate saying no to extending health subsidies, what happens now? 

The Sacramento Bee .................................................................................. Dec. 11, 2025 

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/12/10/aca-subsidies-uncertainty-enrollment-deadline-looms.html
https://www.mv-voice.com/health-care/2025/12/10/health-insurance-costs-expected-to-increase-sharply-in-2026-amid-federal-policy-changes/
https://www.mv-voice.com/health-care/2025/12/10/health-insurance-costs-expected-to-increase-sharply-in-2026-amid-federal-policy-changes/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/12/10/politics/gop-health-care-plan-congress
https://www.cnn.com/2025/12/10/politics/gop-health-care-plan-congress
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/10/nx-s1-5622040/states-try-to-lower-cost-of-aca-premiums-as-debate-to-extend-subsidies-continues
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/obamacare-aca-fraud-gao-enrollment-marketplace-brokers/
https://archive.is/jKUhX
https://archive.is/cd98j
https://archive.is/blJIm
https://archive.is/blJIm
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5643381-obamacare-aca-subsidies-democrats-division/
https://archive.is/Yg7Oa
https://archive.is/Yg7Oa
https://www.npr.org/2025/12/11/g-s1-101655/senate-aca-premium-vote
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/aca-health-insurance-premium-many-switch-obamacare-subsidies-expire-rcna248660
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/politics/senate-fails-to-advance-plans-extend-obamacare-premium-subsidies/103-e69534cd-5543-4e05-9bb5-15e61bd48dae
https://archive.is/IvP1b
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Congress gridlocked as Affordable Care Act subsides set to expire, driving up health 

care costs 

ABC 7 Bay Area .......................................................................................... Dec. 11, 2025 

Cafecito with Covered California sparks conversations on health, identity and mental 

wellness 

CALÓ News ................................................................................................ Dec. 12, 2025 

Sticker Shock: Obamacare Customers Confront Premium Spikes as Congress Dithers 

KFF Health News ........................................................................................ Dec. 12, 2025 

ObamaCare impasse sets stage for January health care battle 

The Hill ........................................................................................................ Dec. 12, 2025 

Health insurance premiums set to skyrocket as Trump teases something 'much better' 

ABC News ................................................................................................... Dec. 12, 2025 

Why affordability is the ‘beating heart’ of the ACA enhanced subsidy debate, health 

policy experts say 

CNBC .......................................................................................................... Dec. 12, 2025 

Obamacare Changed the Politics of Health Care 

The Atlantic ................................................................................................. Dec. 12, 2025 

 

 

 

  

https://abc7news.com/post/congress-gridlocked-affordable-care-act-subsides-set-expire-driving-health-costs/18277454/
https://abc7news.com/post/congress-gridlocked-affordable-care-act-subsides-set-expire-driving-health-costs/18277454/
https://www.calonews.com/events/cafecito-with-covered-california-sparks-conversations-on-health-identity-and-mental-wellness/article_9a213419-3d91-4a1e-ad25-1357b3c1f26e.html
https://www.calonews.com/events/cafecito-with-covered-california-sparks-conversations-on-health-identity-and-mental-wellness/article_9a213419-3d91-4a1e-ad25-1357b3c1f26e.html
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/obamacare-aca-congress-price-increases-subsidies-open-enrollment/
https://thehill.com/homenews/5645406-obamacare-subsidies-expiration-fight/
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/health-insurance-premiums-set-skyrocket-trump-tease-128338332
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/12/12/aca-enhanced-subsidies-democrats-republicans-health-care-plan.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/12/12/aca-enhanced-subsidies-democrats-republicans-health-care-plan.html
https://archive.is/KnK7k
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Oct. 30, 2025 

 

Covered California’s Open Enrollment 2026: Here 
to Help Connect Californians to Care Despite 

Uncertainty Around Federal Tax Credits 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California is kicking off its open-enrollment period for 
2026 coverage on Nov. 1 amid uncertainty surrounding the enhanced premium tax 
credits that have delivered greater affordability and record enrollment across the nation. 
 
This marks the 13th open-enrollment period under the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, which since its inception has helped tens of millions of Americans access 
health insurance, including a record nearly 2 million Californians heading into 2026. 
Today, more than 24 million Americans are insured through a marketplace plan. 
 
Open enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 2026, is when Californians can sign up 
for, renew or shop for a new health insurance plan. This year’s campaign, “Connectors 
to Coverage,” emphasizes the broad network of experts, enrollers and other guidance 
Covered California offers to help consumers navigate the path to affordable, high-quality 
health insurance. 
 
“Since 2014, Covered California has helped more than 6 million Californians connect to 
quality health insurance at an affordable price,” said Covered California Executive 
Director Jessica Altman. “Despite uncertainty in Washington, our mission remains the 
same. We are here to help Californians get comprehensive health insurance, including 
free preventive care, to keep themselves and their families healthy in 2026.” 
 
Since 2021, the federal government has helped millions of Americans afford health 
insurance through enhanced premium tax credits that reduce the cost of monthly 
premiums. The federal government made premium tax credits for lower-income 
enrollees more generous and provided tax credits to middle income consumers for the 
first time, putting money directly back in the pockets of consumers. Those enhanced tax 
credits are set to expire at the end of this year without Congressional action and have 
been the key point of debate in the ongoing federal government shutdown. 
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Without an extension of the enhanced premium tax credits, monthly premiums are 
projected to rise by 97 percent on average for more than 1.7 million Californians enrolled 
and receiving financial assistance through Covered California. This includes more than 
160,000 middle-income consumers who currently receive the federal enhanced premium 
tax credits but would lose eligibility in 2026. Faced with the full premium cost of 
coverage without financial help, they would be at risk of dropping health insurance. 
 
“While President Trump and Republicans work to strip away health coverage for millions 
of Americans, California continues to lead the nation in expanding access to affordable 
health care,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom. “Our health insurance marketplace, Covered 
California, is open and here to help every Californian get connected to the quality health 
insurance they deserve for themselves and their families. We will continue to fight to 
make sure health insurance is affordable and attainable for every single family in 
California.” 
 
Despite market uncertainties surrounding federal tax subsidies, Covered California 
maintains a strong marketplace and engages in active negotiations with health 
insurance companies to ensure consumers are receiving the best value possible. 
Through Covered California, Californians have access to brand-name health plans 
offered by 11 health insurance companies. Every plan provides access to leading 
doctors, hospitals and specialists across California and includes essential health 
benefits — from preventive care and maternity care to mental health services and 
emergency coverage. 
 
Connecting With the Remaining 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians 
 
As open enrollment for 2026 begins, Californians continue to enroll in health insurance 
at a historic rate. Statewide enrollment has increased nearly 24 percent over the past 
four years, following the introduction of enhanced premium tax credits. 
 
Despite this record enrollment, there remains federal uncertainty around enhanced 
premium tax credits. Covered California is committed to our mission of supporting our 
current enrollees in understanding their options and staying covered, while connecting 
the remaining uninsured to health insurance. 
 
New data from the California Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model, 
developed by the University of California, Los Angeles’s Center for Health Policy 
Research, estimates that nearly 1.2 million Californians who either qualify for subsidies 
through Covered California (508,000) or low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal (682,000) remain 
uninsured and eligible for coverage in 2026. 
 
Further, this data from CalSIM shows that certain groups are disproportionately 
represented among the uninsured. Among the 508,000 uninsured Californians eligible 
for Covered California coverage, 57 percent are Latino and 50 percent are between 45-
64 years old and they reside all over the state. 
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Figure 1: Uninsured Californians Make Up Diverse Population 
 

 
 
For example, in Southern California, there are 604,000 uninsured Californians who are 
eligible for Covered California subsidies (246,000) or no-cost Medi-Cal coverage 
(358,000). 
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Figure 2: Nearly 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians Are Eligible for Financial Help 

 
 
“Whether you work full-time, part-time, are a gig worker, or are temporarily unemployed, 
we believe every Californian deserves quality coverage at a price they can afford,” said 
Altman. “Even in this unpredictable federal environment, we are doing everything 
possible to ensure Californians can get connected to high-quality health insurance at the 
lowest price possible. That starts with Congress extending the enhanced premium tax 
credits.” 
 
California Is Taking Steps to Protect the Most Vulnerable From Increasing Costs 
 
In 2025, Gov. Newsom and the California Legislature increased state funding available 
for the enhanced cost-sharing reduction program, appropriating $165 million to expand 
eligibility. This allowed Californians with incomes above 200 percent of the federal 
poverty level to enroll in an Enhanced Silver 73 plan with no deductibles and reduced 
out-of-pocket costs. 
 
This year — if the enhanced premium tax credits sunset — California is continuing to 
take proactive steps to protect its lowest-income enrollees from the steepest rate 
increases and reduce costs for consumers should the enhanced tax credits expire. For 
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2026, the state has allocated $190 million to provide state-funded tax credits for 
individuals earning up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help 
keep monthly premiums consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of 
up to $23,475 for an individual or $48,225 for a family of four. It will extend partial 
additional assistance to those earning up to $25,823 for an individual or $53,048 for a 
family of four. 
 
While this funding offers a meaningful lifeline for the lowest-income Covered California 
enrollees, it cannot replace the nearly $2.5 billion in enhanced premium tax credits that 
Californians receive from the federal government annually. However, if Congress takes 
action to extend the federal enhanced premium tax credits, Covered California will be 
able to maintain the current state enhanced benefit program, which would allow most 
Covered California enrollees to purchase health plans with lower out-of-pocket costs. 
 
Nearly 92 percent of Covered California’s enrollees receive financial help. Nearly half 
qualify for health insurance costing $10 or less per month in 2026, and nearly a quarter 
could get a Silver plan for that same price. In addition, Covered California research 
shows that about 17 percent of current consumers will pay $0 in premiums in 2026 if 
they keep their current plan. 
 
“We remain hopeful that Congress will act to extend the enhanced premium tax credits,” 
Altman said. “Regardless of the outcome, Covered California is ready to help you 
explore your options and answer any questions as you shop for plans during open 
enrollment.”  
 
Get Help Signing up for Coverage 
 
With uncertainty around 2026 premium costs, Covered California is here to help 
Californians get connected to the right plan and quality care, with support throughout 
every step of the way. Enrollment help is always free, confidential, and available in 
multiple languages through thousands of certified insurance agents and community 
organizations statewide. 
 
Consumers can learn more about their options at CoveredCA.com, where they can 
easily check if they qualify for financial help and compare health plans in their area. 
Californians can also: 
 

• Get free and confidential assistance by phone, in a variety of languages, from 
more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations 
throughout the state that provide free, confidential help in whatever language or 
dialect consumers prefer. 

• Request a call from a certified enroller for personalized help, at no cost. 

• Call Covered California directly at (800) 300 -1506. 
 
To ensure coverage for all of 2026, consumers must select a health plan by Dec. 31. 
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About Covered California 
 
Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 
find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered California 
is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on a sliding 
scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health insurance plans 
and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. Depending on 
their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal 
program. 
 
Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 
the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 
five-member board appointed by the governor and the legislature. For more information 
about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 
 

### 
 

 

  

http://www.coveredca.com/
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 5, 2025 

 

Despite Uncertainty Around Federal Tax Credits, 
Covered California Kicks Off Open Enrollment With 

Three Events in Los Angeles 
 
LOS ANGELES, Calif. — Covered California kicked off its 2026 open-enrollment 

campaign “Connectors for Coverage” with three community events in Southern 

California, amid uncertainty surrounding the enhanced premium tax credits that have 

delivered greater affordability and record enrollment across the nation. 

 

To begin the 13th open-enrollment period under the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act, Covered California visited with business owners, enrollees and local officials 

at ORA Urban Café, the Chinese American Museum and the El Paseo Inn Restaurant 

to highlight the importance of health coverage. 

 

Since its inception in 2014, the Affordable Care Act has helped tens of millions of 

Americans access health insurance, including a record nearly 2 million Californians 

heading into 2026. Today, more than 24 million Americans are insured through a 

marketplace plan. 

 

Open enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 2026, is when Californians can sign up 

for, renew or shop for a new health insurance plan. Covered California will also visit the 

Bay Area and Sacramento later this week and San Diego and Fresno next week as this 

year’s campaign, “Connectors to Coverage,” emphasizes the broad network of experts, 

enrollers and other guidance the marketplace offers to help consumers navigate the 

path to affordable, high-quality health insurance. 

 

“Since 2014, Covered California has helped more than 6 million Californians connect to 

quality health insurance at an affordable price,” said Covered California Executive 

Director Jessica Altman. “Despite uncertainty in Washington, our mission remains the 

same. We are here to help Californians get comprehensive health insurance, including 

free preventive care, to keep themselves and their families healthy in 2026.” 
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Since 2021, the federal government has helped millions of Americans afford health 

insurance through enhanced premium tax credits that reduce the cost of monthly 

premiums. The federal government made premium tax credits for lower-income 

enrollees more generous and provided tax credits to middle income consumers for the 

first time, putting money directly back in the pockets of consumers. Those enhanced tax 

credits are set to expire at the end of this year without Congressional action and have 

been the key point of debate in the ongoing federal government shutdown. 

 

Without an extension of the enhanced premium tax credits, monthly premiums are 

projected to rise by 97 percent on average for more than 1.7 million Californians 

enrolled and receiving financial help through Covered California. This includes more 

than 160,000 middle-income consumers who currently receive the federal enhanced 

premium tax credits but would lose eligibility in 2026. Faced with the full premium cost 

of coverage without financial help, they would be at risk of dropping health insurance. 

 

“While President Trump and Republicans work to strip away health coverage for millions 

of Americans, California continues to lead the nation in expanding access to affordable 

health care,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom. “Our health insurance marketplace, Covered 

California, is open and here to help every Californian get connected to the quality health 

insurance they deserve for themselves and their families. We will continue to fight to 

make sure health insurance is affordable and attainable for every single family in 

California.” 

 

Despite market uncertainties surrounding federal tax subsidies, Covered California 

maintains a strong marketplace and engages in active negotiations with health 

insurance companies to ensure consumers are receiving the best value possible. 

Through Covered California, Californians have access to brand-name health plans 

offered by 11 health insurance companies. Every plan provides access to leading 

doctors, hospitals and specialists across California and includes essential health 

benefits — from preventive care and maternity care to mental health services and 

emergency coverage. 

 

Connecting With the Remaining 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians 

 

As open enrollment for 2026 begins, Californians continue to enroll in health insurance 

at a historic rate. Across Southern California, enrollment has increased nearly 24 

percent over the past four years, following the introduction of enhanced premium tax 

credits. 

 

Despite this record enrollment, there remains federal uncertainty around enhanced 

premium tax credits. Covered California is committed to our mission of supporting our 
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current enrollees in understanding their options and staying covered, while connecting 

the remaining uninsured to health insurance. 

 

New data from the California Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model, 

developed by the University of California, Los Angeles’s Center for Health Policy 

Research, estimates that nearly 1.2 million Californians who either qualify for subsidies 

through Covered California (508,000) or low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal (682,000) remain 

uninsured and eligible for coverage in 2026. 

 

Further, this data from CalSIM shows that certain groups are disproportionately 

represented among the uninsured. Among the 508,000 uninsured Californians eligible 

for Covered California coverage, 57 percent are Latino and 50 percent are between 45-

64 years old and they reside all over the state. 

 

Figure 1: Uninsured Californians Make Up Diverse Population 
 

 
 
In Southern California, there are 604,000 uninsured Californians who are eligible for 
Covered California subsidies (246,000) or no-cost Medi-Cal coverage (358,000). That 
includes 321,000 uninsured Californians in the Los Angeles area who are eligible for 
either Covered California subsidies or Medi-Cal. 
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Figure 2: Nearly 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians Are Eligible for Financial Help 

 
 
“Whether you work full-time, part-time, are a gig worker, or are temporarily unemployed, 

we believe every Californian deserves quality coverage at a price they can afford,” said 

Altman. “Even in this unpredictable federal environment, we are doing everything 

possible to ensure Californians can get connected to high-quality health insurance at 

the lowest price possible. That starts with Congress extending the enhanced premium 

tax credits.” 

 

California Is Taking Steps to Protect the Most Vulnerable From Increasing Costs 

 

In 2025, Gov. Newsom and the California Legislature increased state funding available 

for the enhanced cost-sharing reduction program, appropriating $165 million to expand 

eligibility. This allowed Californians with incomes above 200 percent of the federal 

poverty level to enroll in an Enhanced Silver 73 plan with no deductibles and reduced 

out-of-pocket costs. 
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This year — if the enhanced premium tax credits sunset — California is continuing to 

take proactive steps to protect its lowest-income enrollees from the steepest rate 

increases and reduce costs for consumers should the enhanced tax credits expire. For 

2026, the state has allocated $190 million to provide state-funded tax credits for 

individuals earning up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help 

keep monthly premiums consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of 

up to $23,475 for an individual or $48,225 for a family of four. It will extend partial 

additional assistance to those earning up to $25,823 for an individual or $53,048 for a 

family of four. 

 

While this funding offers a meaningful lifeline for the lowest-income Covered California 

enrollees, it cannot replace the nearly $2.5 billion in enhanced premium tax credits that 

Californians receive from the federal government annually. However, if Congress takes 

action to extend the federal enhanced premium tax credits, Covered California will be 

able to maintain the current state enhanced benefit program, which would allow most 

Covered California enrollees to purchase health plans with lower out-of-pocket costs. 

 

Nearly 92 percent of Covered California’s enrollees receive financial help. Nearly half 

qualify for health insurance costing $10 or less per month in 2026, and nearly a quarter 

could get a Silver plan for that same price. In addition, Covered California research 

shows that about 17 percent of current consumers will pay $0 in premiums in 2026 if 

they keep their current plan. 

 

“We remain hopeful that Congress will act to extend the enhanced premium tax credits,” 

Altman said. “Regardless of the outcome, Covered California is ready to help you 

explore your options and answer any questions as you shop for plans during open 

enrollment.” 

 

Get Help Signing up for Coverage 

 

With uncertainty around 2026 premium costs, Covered California is here to help 

Californians get connected to the right plan and quality care, with support throughout 

every step of the way. Enrollment help is always free, confidential, and available in 

multiple languages through thousands of certified insurance agents and community 

organizations statewide. 

 

Consumers can learn more about their options at CoveredCA.com, where they can 

easily check if they qualify for financial help and compare health plans in their area. 

Californians can also: 

 

• Get free and confidential assistance by phone, in a variety of languages, from 

more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations 



COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • October 16 – December 12, 2025  27 

throughout the state that provide help in whatever language or dialect consumers 

prefer. 

• Request a call from a certified enroller for personalized help, at no cost. 

• Call Covered California directly at (800) 300 -1506. 

 

To ensure coverage for all of 2026, consumers must select a health plan by Dec. 31. 

 

About Covered California 

 

Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 

find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered 

California is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on 

a sliding scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health 

insurance plans and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. 

Depending on their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost 

Medi-Cal program. 

 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 

the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 

five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 

about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 

 

### 

 

  

 

 

 

  

http://www.coveredca.com/
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 6, 2025 

 

Covered California Expresses Immense Gratitude 
as Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi Retires 

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California Executive Director Jessica Altman issued 
the following statement on Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi’s announcement of her 
retirement on Thursday: 
 
“After nearly four decades of unmatched public service, Speaker Emerita Pelosi leaves 
behind a legacy that continues to affect the lives of millions of Americans every day. 
 
“Speaker Emerita Pelosi was one of the architects of the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act and the driving force in making sure the landmark legislation 
became the law of the land in 2010. 
 
“She was again the speaker of the House when the current Enhanced Premium Tax 
Credits were passed in 2021, further bringing down costs for consumers and making 
health insurance more affordable and accessible to more Americans than ever. 
 
“Thanks to the speaker emerita’s tireless efforts, enrollment in Affordable Care Act 
marketplaces has more than doubled nationwide and currently provides health care 
coverage to over 24 million Americans, including nearly 2 million here in California. 
 
“We thank Speaker Emerita Pelosi for improving the lives of tens of millions of 
Americans in her 38 years in the halls of Congress and wish her the best in retirement.” 
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 7, 2025 

 

Congresswoman Doris Matsui Joined Covered 
California to Kick Off Open Enrollment in 

Sacramento, Despite Uncertainty Around Federal 
Tax Credits at the Center of the Government 

Shutdown 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California kicked off its 2026 open-enrollment 

campaign “Connectors for Coverage” with three community events in Sacramento, amid 

uncertainty surrounding the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits that have delivered greater 

affordability and record enrollment across the nation. 

 

Rep. Doris Matsui (CA-07) joined Covered California in celebrating the 13th open-

enrollment period, which began Nov. 1 and continues despite the federal government 

shutdown. Rep. Matsui has been a member of Congress since 2005 and voted to make 

the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act the law of the land in 2010. 

 

“Covered California and the Affordable Care Act have transformed lives by making 

affordable, high-quality health care a reality for millions of families,” said 

Congresswoman Doris Matsui (CA-07). “Now, that progress is at risk. Republicans have 

chosen chaos over solutions—shutting down the government instead of working to 

lower costs and protect coverage. Today is a call to action. We’ve come too far to turn 

back, and we’ll keep fighting to preserve the enhanced premium tax credits and ensure 

every Californian can stay covered.” 

 

Since its inception in 2014, the Affordable Care Act has helped tens of millions of 

Americans access health insurance, including a record nearly 2 million Californians 

heading into 2026. Today, more than 24 million Americans are insured through a 

marketplace plan. 
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Open enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 2026, is when Californians can sign up 

for, renew or shop for a new health insurance plan. Covered California will also visit San 

Diego and Fresno next week as this year’s campaign, “Connectors to Coverage,” 

emphasizes the broad network of experts, enrollers and other guidance the marketplace 

offers to help consumers navigate the path to affordable, high-quality health insurance. 

 

“Since 2014, Covered California has helped more than 6 million Californians connect to 

quality health insurance at an affordable price,” said Covered California Executive 

Director Jessica Altman. “Despite uncertainty in Washington, our mission remains the 

same. We are here to help Californians get comprehensive health insurance, including 

free preventive care, to keep themselves and their families healthy in 2026.” 

 

Since 2021, the federal government has helped millions of Americans afford health 

insurance through Enhanced Premium Tax Credits that reduce the cost of monthly 

premiums. The federal government made premium tax credits for lower-income 

enrollees more generous and provided tax credits to middle income consumers for the 

first time, putting money directly back in the pockets of consumers. Those enhanced tax 

credits are set to expire at the end of this year without Congressional action and have 

been the key point of debate in the ongoing federal government shutdown. 

 

Without an extension of the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, monthly premiums are 

projected to rise by 97 percent on average for more than 1.7 million Californians 

enrolled and receiving financial help through Covered California. This includes more 

than 160,000 middle-income consumers who currently receive the federal Enhanced 

Premium Tax Credits but would lose eligibility in 2026. Faced with the full premium cost 

of coverage without financial help, they would be at risk of dropping health insurance. 

 

“While President Trump and Republicans work to strip away health coverage for millions 

of Americans, California continues to lead the nation in expanding access to affordable 

health care,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom. “Our health insurance marketplace, Covered 

California, is open and here to help every Californian get connected to the quality health 

insurance they deserve for themselves and their families. We will continue to fight to 

make sure health insurance is affordable and attainable for every single family in 

California.” 

 

Despite market uncertainties surrounding federal tax subsidies, Covered California 

maintains a strong marketplace and engages in active negotiations with health 

insurance companies to ensure consumers are receiving the best value possible. 

Through Covered California, Californians have access to brand-name health plans 

offered by 11 health insurance companies. Every plan provides access to leading 

doctors, hospitals and specialists across California and includes essential health 

benefits — from preventive care and maternity care to mental health services and 

emergency coverage. 
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Connecting With the Remaining 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians 

 

As open enrollment for 2026 begins, Californians continue to enroll in health insurance 

at a historic rate. Across the Sacramento area, enrollment has increased more than 18 

percent over the past four years, following the introduction of Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits. 

 

Despite this record enrollment, there remains federal uncertainty around Enhanced 

Premium Tax Credits. Covered California is committed to our mission of supporting our 

current enrollees in understanding their options and staying covered, while connecting 

the remaining uninsured to health insurance. 

 

New data from the California Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model, 

developed by the University of California, Los Angeles’s Center for Health Policy 

Research, estimates that nearly 1.2 million Californians who either qualify for subsidies 

through Covered California (508,000) or low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal (682,000) remain 

uninsured and eligible for coverage in 2026. 

 

Further, this data from CalSIM shows that certain groups are disproportionately 

represented among the uninsured. Among the 508,000 uninsured Californians eligible 

for Covered California coverage, 57 percent are Latino and 50 percent are between 45-

64 years old and they reside all over the state. 
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Figure 1: Uninsured Californians Make Up Diverse Population 
 

 
 
In the Sacramento area, there are 126,000 uninsured Californians who are eligible for 
Covered California subsidies (44,000) or no-cost Medi-Cal coverage (83,000). 
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Figure 2: Nearly 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians Are Eligible for Financial Help 

 
 
“Whether you work full-time, part-time, are a gig worker, or are temporarily unemployed, 

we believe every Californian deserves quality coverage at a price they can afford,” said 

Altman. “Even in this unpredictable federal environment, we are doing everything 

possible to ensure Californians can get connected to high-quality health insurance at 

the lowest price possible. That starts with Congress extending the Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits.” 

 

California Is Taking Steps to Protect the Most Vulnerable From Increasing Costs 

 

In 2025, Gov. Newsom and the California Legislature increased state funding available 

for the enhanced cost-sharing reduction program, appropriating $165 million to expand 

eligibility. This allowed Californians with incomes above 200 percent of the federal 

poverty level to enroll in an Enhanced Silver 73 plan with no deductibles and reduced 

out-of-pocket costs. 
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This year — if the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits sunset — California is continuing to 

take proactive steps to protect its lowest-income enrollees from the steepest rate 

increases and reduce costs for consumers should the enhanced tax credits expire. For 

2026, the state has allocated $190 million to provide state-funded tax credits for 

individuals earning up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help 

keep monthly premiums consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of 

up to $23,475 for an individual or $48,225 for a family of four. It will extend partial 

additional assistance to those earning up to $25,823 for an individual or $53,048 for a 

family of four. 

 

While this funding offers a meaningful lifeline for the lowest-income Covered California 

enrollees, it cannot replace the nearly $2.5 billion in Enhanced Premium Tax Credits 

that Californians receive from the federal government annually. However, if Congress 

takes action to extend the federal Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, Covered California 

will be able to maintain the current state enhanced benefit program, which would allow 

most Covered California enrollees to purchase health plans with lower out-of-pocket 

costs. 

 

Nearly 92 percent of Covered California’s enrollees receive financial help. Nearly half 

qualify for health insurance costing $10 or less per month in 2026, and nearly a quarter 

could get a Silver plan for that same price. In addition, Covered California research 

shows that about 17 percent of current consumers will pay $0 in premiums in 2026 if 

they keep their current plan. 

 

“We remain hopeful that Congress will act to extend the Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits,” Altman said. “Regardless of the outcome, Covered California is ready to help 

you explore your options and answer any questions as you shop for plans during open 

enrollment.” 

 

Get Help Signing Up for Coverage 

 

With uncertainty around 2026 premium costs, Covered California is here to help 

Californians get connected to the right plan and quality care, with support throughout 

every step of the way. Enrollment help is always free, confidential, and available in 

multiple languages through thousands of certified insurance agents and community 

organizations statewide. 

 

Consumers can learn more about their options at CoveredCA.com, where they can 

easily check if they qualify for financial help and compare health plans in their area. 

Californians can also: 

 

• Get free and confidential assistance by phone, in a variety of languages, from 

more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations 
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throughout the state that provide help in whatever language or dialect consumers 

prefer. 

• Request a call from a certified enroller for personalized help, at no cost. 

• Call Covered California directly at (800) 300-1506. 

 

To ensure coverage for all of 2026, consumers must select a health plan by Dec. 31. 

 

About Covered California 

 

Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 

find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered 

California is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on 

a sliding scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health 

insurance plans and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. 

Depending on their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost 

Medi-Cal program. 

 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 

the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 

five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 

about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 

 

### 

 

 

  

http://www.coveredca.com/
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 10, 2025 

 

Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi Joined Covered 
California to Kick Off Open Enrollment in San 

Francisco 
 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California kicked off its 2026 open-enrollment 

campaign “Connectors for Coverage” during a special event in San Francisco alongside 

Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi (CA-11), amid uncertainty surrounding the enhanced 

premium tax credits that have delivered greater affordability and record enrollment 

across the nation. 

 

The event at Book Passage follows three community events in San Francisco last week, 

where Covered California visited with business owners, enrollees and local officials at 

Hang Ah Tea Room, Hungry Café, and Instituto Familiar de la Raza to highlight the 

importance of health coverage. 

 

Speaker Emerita Pelosi joined Covered California, which is celebrating its 13th open-

enrollment period that began Nov. 1. Speaker Emerita Pelosi has served in Congress 

since 1987, and in 2007 became the first woman to serve as Speaker of the House, a 

role she held when the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act became the law of 

the land in 2010. 

 

“While Donald Trump and Republicans are inflicting a painful shutdown on the American 

people because they refuse to protect America’s health care, California is taking action 

to ensure working families have access to coverage,” said Speaker Emerita Nancy 

Pelosi. “If Congress doesn’t extend the Affordable Care Act’s premium tax credits 

immediately, hundreds of thousands of families in California will lose their health care, 

and 1.7 million families will see their costs skyrocket. We must continue to fight for a 

responsible, bipartisan path forward that reopens the government and keeps health 

care affordable for the American people.” 
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Since its inception in 2014, the Affordable Care Act has helped tens of millions of 

Americans access health insurance, including a record nearly 2 million Californians 

heading into 2026. Today, more than 24 million Americans are insured through a 

marketplace plan. 

 

Open enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 2026, is when Californians can sign up 

for, renew or shop for a new health insurance plan. Covered California will also visit San 

Diego and Fresno this week as this year’s campaign, “Connectors to Coverage,” 

emphasizes the broad network of experts, enrollers and other guidance Covered 

California offers to help consumers navigate the path to affordable, high-quality health 

insurance. 

 

“Since 2014, Covered California has helped more than 6 million Californians connect to 

quality health insurance at an affordable price,” said Covered California Executive 

Director Jessica Altman. “Despite uncertainty in Washington, our mission remains the 

same. We are here to help Californians get comprehensive health insurance, including 

free preventive care, to keep themselves and their families healthy in 2026.” 

 

Since 2021, the federal government has helped millions of Americans afford health 

insurance through Enhanced Premium Tax Credits that reduce the cost of monthly 

premiums. The federal government made premium tax credits for lower-income 

enrollees more generous and provided tax credits to middle income consumers for the 

first time, putting money directly back in the pockets of consumers. Those enhanced tax 

credits are set to expire at the end of this year without Congressional action and were 

the key point of debate in the recent federal government shutdown. 

 

Without an extension of the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, monthly premiums are 

projected to rise by 97 percent on average for more than 1.7 million Californians 

enrolled and receiving financial help through Covered California. This includes more 

than 160,000 middle-income consumers who currently receive the federal enhanced 

premium tax credits but would lose eligibility in 2026. Faced with the full premium cost 

of coverage without financial help, they would be at risk of dropping health insurance. 

 

“While President Trump and Republicans work to strip away health coverage for millions 

of Americans, California continues to lead the nation in expanding access to affordable 

health care,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom. “Our health insurance marketplace, Covered 

California, is open and here to help every Californian get connected to the quality health 

insurance they deserve for themselves and their families. We will continue to fight to 

make sure health insurance is affordable and attainable for every single family in 

California.” 

 

Despite market uncertainties surrounding federal tax subsidies, Covered California 

maintains a strong marketplace and engages in active negotiations with health 
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insurance companies to ensure consumers are receiving the best value possible. 

Through Covered California, Californians have access to brand-name health plans 

offered by 11 health insurance companies. Every plan provides access to leading 

doctors, hospitals and specialists across California and includes essential health 

benefits — from preventive care and maternity care to mental health services and 

emergency coverage. 

 

Connecting With the Remaining 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians 

 

As open enrollment for 2026 begins, Californians continue to enroll in health insurance 

at a historic rate. Across the Bay Area, enrollment has increased more than 11 percent 

over the past four years, following the introduction of Enhanced Premium Tax Credits. 

 

Despite this record enrollment, there remains federal uncertainty around Enhanced 

Premium Tax Credits. Covered California is committed to our mission of supporting our 

current enrollees in understanding their options and staying covered, while connecting 

the remaining uninsured to health insurance. 

 

New data from the California Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model, 

developed by the University of California, Los Angeles’s Center for Health Policy 

Research, estimates that nearly 1.2 million Californians who either qualify for subsidies 

through Covered California (508,000) or low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal (682,000) remain 

uninsured and eligible for coverage in 2026. 

 

Further, this data from CalSIM shows that certain groups are disproportionately 

represented among the uninsured. Among the 508,000 uninsured Californians eligible 

for Covered California coverage, 57 percent are Latino and 50 percent are between 45-

64 years old and they reside all over the state. 
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Figure 1: Uninsured Californians Make Up Diverse Population 
 

 
 
In the Bay Area, there are 148,000 uninsured Californians who are eligible for Covered 
California subsidies (75,000) or no-cost Medi-Cal coverage (73,000). 
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Figure 2: Nearly 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians Are Eligible for Financial Help 

 
 
“Whether you work full-time, part-time, are a gig worker, or are temporarily unemployed, 

we believe every Californian deserves quality coverage at a price they can afford,” said 

Altman. “Even in this unpredictable federal environment, we are doing everything 

possible to ensure Californians can get connected to high-quality health insurance at 

the lowest price possible. That starts with Congress extending the Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits.” 

 

California Is Taking Steps to Protect the Most Vulnerable From Increasing Costs 

 

In 2025, Gov. Newsom and the California Legislature increased state funding available 

for the enhanced cost-sharing reduction program, appropriating $165 million to expand 

eligibility. This allowed Californians with incomes above 200 percent of the federal 

poverty level to enroll in an Enhanced Silver 73 plan with no deductibles and reduced 

out-of-pocket costs. 
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This year — if the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits sunset — California is continuing to 

take proactive steps to protect its lowest-income enrollees from the steepest rate 

increases and reduce costs for consumers should the enhanced tax credits expire. For 

2026, the state has allocated $190 million to provide state-funded tax credits for 

individuals earning up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help 

keep monthly premiums consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of 

up to $23,475 for an individual or $48,225 for a family of four. It will extend partial 

additional assistance to those earning up to $25,823 for an individual or $53,048 for a 

family of four. 

 

While this funding offers a meaningful lifeline for the lowest-income Covered California 

enrollees, it cannot replace the nearly $2.5 billion in Enhanced Premium Tax Credits 

that Californians receive from the federal government annually. However, if Congress 

takes action to extend the federal Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, Covered California 

will be able to maintain the current state enhanced benefit program, which would allow 

most Covered California enrollees to purchase health plans with lower out-of-pocket 

costs. 

 

Nearly 92 percent of Covered California’s enrollees receive financial help. Nearly half 

qualify for health insurance costing $10 or less per month in 2026, and nearly a quarter 

could get a Silver plan for that same price. In addition, Covered California research 

shows that about 17 percent of current consumers will pay $0 in premiums in 2026 if 

they keep their current plan. 

 

“We remain hopeful that Congress will act to extend the Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits,” Altman said. “Regardless of the outcome, Covered California is ready to help 

you explore your options and answer any questions as you shop for plans during open 

enrollment.” 

 

Get Help Signing Up for Coverage 

 

With uncertainty around 2026 premium costs, Covered California is here to help 

Californians get connected to the right plan and quality care, with support throughout 

every step of the way. Enrollment help is always free, confidential, and available in 

multiple languages through thousands of certified insurance agents and community 

organizations statewide. 

 

Consumers can learn more about their options at CoveredCA.com, where they can 

easily check if they qualify for financial help and compare health plans in their area. 

Californians can also: 

 

• Get free and confidential assistance by phone, in a variety of languages, from 

more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations 
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throughout the state that provide help in whatever language or dialect consumers 

prefer. 

• Request a call from a certified enroller for personalized help, at no cost. 

• Call Covered California directly at (800) 300 -1506. 

 

To ensure coverage for all of 2026, consumers must select a health plan by Dec. 31. 

 

About Covered California 

 

Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 

find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered 

California is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on 

a sliding scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health 

insurance plans and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. 

Depending on their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost 

Medi-Cal program. 

 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 

the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 

five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 

about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 

 

### 

 

 

 

  

http://www.coveredca.com/


COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • October 16 – December 12, 2025  43 

 

Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 12, 2025 

 

Covered California Continues Its Open Enrollment 
Tour With Four Events in San Diego 

 
SAN DIEGO, Calif. — Covered California held four community events in San Diego to 

continue its push to get Californians covered during the open-enrollment period for 2026 

coverage. This is happening amid uncertainty surrounding the Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits that have delivered greater affordability and record enrollment across the nation. 

 

To start the 13th open-enrollment period, Covered California visited with business 

owners, enrollees and local officials at City Heights Family Health Center, El Carrito 

restaurant, and The Mental Bar to highlight the importance of health coverage. 

 

Since its inception in 2014, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act has helped 

tens of millions of Americans access health insurance, including a record nearly 2 

million Californians heading into 2026. Today, more than 24 million Americans are 

insured through a marketplace plan. 

 

Open enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 2026, is when Californians can sign up 

for, renew or shop for a new health insurance plan. This year’s campaign, “Connectors 

to Coverage,” emphasizes the broad network of experts, enrollers and other guidance 

Covered California offers to help consumers navigate the path to affordable, high-

quality health insurance. 

 

“Since 2014, Covered California has helped more than 6 million Californians connect to 

quality health insurance at an affordable price,” said Covered California Executive 

Director Jessica Altman. “Despite uncertainty in Washington, our mission remains the 

same. We are here to help Californians get comprehensive health insurance, including 

free preventive care, to keep themselves and their families healthy in 2026.” 

 

Since 2021, the federal government has helped millions of Americans afford health 

insurance through Enhanced Premium Tax Credits that reduce the cost of monthly 
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premiums. The federal government made premium tax credits for lower-income 

enrollees more generous and provided tax credits to middle-income consumers for the 

first time, putting money directly back in the pockets of consumers. Those enhanced tax 

credits are set to expire at the end of this year without Congressional action and have 

been the key point of debate in the ongoing federal government shutdown. 

 

Without an extension of the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, monthly premiums are 

projected to rise by 97 percent on average for more than 1.7 million Californians 

enrolled and receiving financial assistance through Covered California. This includes 

more than 160,000 middle-income consumers who currently receive the federal 

Enhanced Premium Tax Credits but would lose eligibility in 2026. Faced with the full 

premium cost of coverage without financial help, they would be at risk of dropping 

health insurance. 

 

“While President Trump and Republicans work to strip away health coverage for millions 

of Americans, California continues to lead the nation in expanding access to affordable 

health care,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom. “Our health insurance marketplace, Covered 

California, is open and here to help every Californian get connected to the quality health 

insurance they deserve for themselves and their families. We will continue to fight to 

make sure health insurance is affordable and attainable for every single family in 

California.” 

 

Despite market uncertainties surrounding federal tax subsidies, Covered California 

maintains a strong marketplace and engages in active negotiations with health 

insurance companies to ensure consumers are receiving the best value possible. 

Through Covered California, Californians have access to brand-name health plans 

offered by 11 health insurance companies. Every plan provides access to leading 

doctors, hospitals and specialists across California and includes essential health 

benefits — from preventive care and maternity care to mental health services and 

emergency coverage. 

 

Connecting With the Remaining 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians 

 

As open enrollment for 2026 begins, Californians continue to enroll in health insurance 

at a historic rate. Across San Diego, enrollment has increased more than 26 percent 

over the past four years, following the introduction of Enhanced Premium Tax Credits. 

 

Despite this record enrollment, there remains federal uncertainty around Enhanced 

Premium Tax Credits. Covered California is committed to our mission of supporting our 

current enrollees in understanding their options and staying covered, while connecting 

the remaining uninsured to health insurance. 
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New data from the California Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model, 

developed by the University of California, Los Angeles’s Center for Health Policy 

Research, estimates that nearly 1.2 million Californians who either qualify for subsidies 

through Covered California (508,000) or low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal (682,000) remain 

uninsured and eligible for coverage in 2026. 

 

Further, this data from CalSIM shows that certain groups are disproportionately 

represented among the uninsured. Among the 508,000 uninsured Californians eligible 

for Covered California coverage, 57 percent are Latino and 50 percent are between 45-

64 years old and they reside all over the state. 

 

Figure 1: Uninsured Californians Make Up Diverse Population 
 

 
 
In the San Diego area, there are 85,000 uninsured Californians who are eligible for 
Covered California subsidies (43,000) or no-cost Medi-Cal coverage (42,000). 
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Figure 2: Nearly 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians Are Eligible for Financial Help 

 
 
“Whether you work full-time, part-time, are a gig worker, or are temporarily unemployed, 

we believe every Californian deserves quality coverage at a price they can afford,” said 

Altman. “Even in this unpredictable federal environment, we are doing everything 

possible to ensure Californians can get connected to high-quality health insurance at 

the lowest price possible. That starts with Congress extending the Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits.” 

 

California Is Taking Steps to Protect the Most Vulnerable From Increasing Costs 

 

In 2025, Gov. Newsom and the California Legislature increased state funding available 

for the enhanced cost-sharing reduction program, appropriating $165 million to expand 

eligibility. This allowed Californians with incomes above 200 percent of the federal 

poverty level to enroll in an Enhanced Silver 73 plan with no deductibles and reduced 

out-of-pocket costs. 
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This year — if the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits sunset — California is continuing to 

take proactive steps to protect its lowest-income enrollees from the steepest rate 

increases and reduce costs for consumers should the enhanced tax credits expire. For 

2026, the state has allocated $190 million to provide state-funded tax credits for 

individuals earning up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help 

keep monthly premiums consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of 

up to $23,475 for an individual or $48,225 for a family of four. It will extend partial 

additional assistance to those earning up to $25,823 for an individual or $53,048 for a 

family of four. 

 

While this funding offers a meaningful lifeline for the lowest-income Covered California 

enrollees, it cannot replace the nearly $2.5 billion in Enhanced Premium Tax Credits 

that Californians receive from the federal government annually. However, if Congress 

takes action to extend the federal Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, Covered California 

will be able to maintain the current state enhanced benefit program, which would allow 

most Covered California enrollees to purchase health plans with lower out-of-pocket 

costs. 

 

Nearly 92 percent of Covered California’s enrollees receive financial help. Nearly half 

qualify for health insurance costing $10 or less per month in 2026, and nearly a quarter 

could get a Silver plan for that same price. In addition, Covered California research 

shows that about 17 percent of current consumers will pay $0 in premiums in 2026 if 

they keep their current plan. 

 

“We remain hopeful that Congress will act to extend the Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits,” Altman said. “Regardless of the outcome, Covered California is ready to help 

you explore your options and answer any questions as you shop for plans during open 

enrollment.” 

 

Get Help Signing Up for Coverage 

 

With uncertainty around 2026 premium costs, Covered California is here to help 

Californians get connected to the right plan and quality care, with support throughout 

every step of the way. Enrollment help is always free, confidential, and available in 

multiple languages through thousands of certified insurance agents and community 

organizations statewide. 

 

Consumers can learn more about their options at CoveredCA.com, where they can 

easily check if they qualify for financial help and compare health plans in their area. 

Californians can also: 

 

• Get free and confidential assistance by phone, in a variety of languages, from 

more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations 



COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • October 16 – December 12, 2025  48 

throughout the state that provide help in whatever language or dialect consumers 

prefer. 

• Request a call from a certified enroller for personalized help, at no cost. 

• Call Covered California directly at (800) 300 -1506. 

 

To ensure coverage for all of 2026, consumers must select a health plan by Dec. 31. 

 

About Covered California 

 

Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 

find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered 

California is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on 

a sliding scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health 

insurance plans and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. 

Depending on their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost 

Medi-Cal program. 

 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 

the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 

five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 

about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 

 

### 
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 13, 2025 

 

Covered California Continues Its Open Enrollment 
Tour With Two Events in Fresno 

 
FRESNO, Calif. — Covered California held two community events in Fresno to continue 

its push to get Californians covered during the open-enrollment period for 2026 

coverage. This is happening amid uncertainty surrounding the Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits that have delivered greater affordability and record enrollment across the nation. 

 

To start the 13th open-enrollment period, Covered California visited with business 

owners, enrollees and local officials at Clinica Sierra Vista and Centro La Familia 

Community Clinic to highlight the importance of health coverage. 

 

Since its inception in 2014, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act has helped 

tens of millions of Americans access health insurance, including a record nearly 2 

million Californians heading into 2026. Today, more than 24 million Americans are 

insured through a marketplace plan. 

 

Open enrollment, which runs through Jan. 31, 2026, is when Californians can sign up 

for, renew or shop for a new health insurance plan. This year’s campaign, “Connectors 

to Coverage,” emphasizes the broad network of experts, enrollers and other guidance 

Covered California offers to help consumers navigate the path to affordable, high-

quality health insurance. 

 

“Since 2014, Covered California has helped more than 6 million Californians connect to 

quality health insurance at an affordable price,” said Covered California Executive 

Director Jessica Altman. “Despite uncertainty in Washington, our mission remains the 

same. We are here to help Californians get comprehensive health insurance, including 

free preventive care, to keep themselves and their families healthy in 2026.” 

 

Since 2021, the federal government has helped millions of Americans afford health 

insurance through Enhanced Premium Tax Credits that reduce the cost of monthly 
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premiums. The federal government made premium tax credits for lower-income 

enrollees more generous and provided tax credits to middle-income consumers for the 

first time, putting money directly back in the pockets of consumers. Those enhanced tax 

credits are set to expire at the end of this year without Congressional action and was 

the key point of debate in the recent federal government shutdown. 

 

Without an extension of the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, monthly premiums are 

projected to rise by 97 percent on average for more than 1.7 million Californians 

enrolled and receiving financial assistance through Covered California. This includes 

more than 160,000 middle-income consumers who currently receive the federal 

Enhanced Premium Tax Credits but would lose eligibility in 2026. Faced with the full 

premium cost of coverage without financial help, they would be at risk of dropping 

health insurance. 

 

“While President Trump and Republicans work to strip away health coverage for millions 

of Americans, California continues to lead the nation in expanding access to affordable 

health care,” said Gov. Gavin Newsom. “Our health insurance marketplace, Covered 

California, is open and here to help every Californian get connected to the quality health 

insurance they deserve for themselves and their families. We will continue to fight to 

make sure health insurance is affordable and attainable for every single family in 

California.” 

 

Despite market uncertainties surrounding federal tax subsidies, Covered California 

maintains a strong marketplace and engages in active negotiations with health 

insurance companies to ensure consumers are receiving the best value possible. 

Through Covered California, Californians have access to brand-name health plans 

offered by 11 health insurance companies. Every plan provides access to leading 

doctors, hospitals and specialists across California and includes essential health 

benefits — from preventive care and maternity care to mental health services and 

emergency coverage. 

 

Connecting With the Remaining 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians 

 

As open enrollment for 2026 begins, Californians continue to enroll in health insurance 

at a historic rate. Across the Fresno area, enrollment has increased more than 27 

percent over the past four years, following the introduction of Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits. 

 

Despite this record enrollment, there remains federal uncertainty around Enhanced 

Premium Tax Credits. Covered California is committed to our mission of supporting our 

current enrollees in understanding their options and staying covered, while connecting 

the remaining uninsured to health insurance. 

 



COVERED CALIFORNIA Media Clips • October 16 – December 12, 2025  51 

New data from the California Simulation of Insurance Markets (CalSIM) model, 

developed by the University of California, Los Angeles’s Center for Health Policy 

Research, estimates that nearly 1.2 million Californians who either qualify for subsidies 

through Covered California (508,000) or low-cost or no-cost Medi-Cal (682,000) remain 

uninsured and eligible for coverage in 2026. 

 

Further, this data from CalSIM shows that certain groups are disproportionately 

represented among the uninsured. Among the 508,000 uninsured Californians eligible 

for Covered California coverage, 57 percent are Latino and 50 percent are between 45-

64 years old and they reside all over the state. 

 

Figure 1: Uninsured Californians Make Up Diverse Population 
 

 
 
In the Central Valley area, there are 147,000 uninsured Californians who are eligible for 
Covered California subsidies (61,000) or no-cost Medi-Cal coverage (87,000). 
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Figure 2: Nearly 1.2 Million Uninsured Californians Are Eligible for Financial Help 

 
 
“Whether you work full-time, part-time, are a gig worker, or are temporarily unemployed, 

we believe every Californian deserves quality coverage at a price they can afford,” said 

Altman. “Even in this unpredictable federal environment, we are doing everything 

possible to ensure Californians can get connected to high-quality health insurance at 

the lowest price possible. That starts with Congress extending the Enhanced Premium 

Tax Credits.” 

 

California Is Taking Steps to Protect the Most Vulnerable From Increasing Costs 

 

In 2025, Gov. Newsom and the California Legislature increased state funding available 

for the enhanced cost-sharing reduction program, appropriating $165 million to expand 

eligibility. This allowed Californians with incomes above 200 percent of the federal 

poverty level to enroll in an Enhanced Silver 73 plan with no deductibles and reduced 

out-of-pocket costs. 
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This year — if the Enhanced Premium Tax Credits sunset — California is continuing to 

take proactive steps to protect its lowest-income enrollees from the steepest rate 

increases and reduce costs for consumers should the enhanced tax credits expire. For 

2026, the state has allocated $190 million to provide state-funded tax credits for 

individuals earning up to 150 percent of the federal poverty level. This support will help 

keep monthly premiums consistent with 2025 levels for those with an annual income of 

up to $23,475 for an individual or $48,225 for a family of four. It will extend partial 

additional assistance to those earning up to $25,823 for an individual or $53,048 for a 

family of four. 

 

While this funding offers a meaningful lifeline for the lowest-income Covered California 

enrollees, it cannot replace the nearly $2.5 billion in Enhanced Premium Tax Credits 

that Californians receive from the federal government annually. However, if Congress 

takes action to extend the federal Enhanced Premium Tax Credits, Covered California 

will be able to maintain the current state enhanced benefit program, which would allow 

most Covered California enrollees to purchase health plans with lower out-of-pocket 

costs. 

 

Nearly 92 percent of Covered California’s enrollees receive financial help. Nearly half 

qualify for health insurance costing $10 or less per month in 2026, and nearly a quarter 

could get a Silver plan for that same price. In addition, Covered California research 

shows that about 17 percent of current consumers will pay $0 in premiums in 2026 if 

they keep their current plan. 

 

“We remain hopeful that Congress will act to extend the Enhanced Premium Tax 

Credits,” Altman said. “Regardless of the outcome, Covered California is ready to help 

you explore your options and answer any questions as you shop for plans during open 

enrollment.” 

 

Get Help Signing Up for Coverage 

 

With uncertainty around 2026 premium costs, Covered California is here to help 

Californians get connected to the right plan and quality care, with support throughout 

every step of the way. Enrollment help is always free, confidential, and available in 

multiple languages through thousands of certified insurance agents and community 

organizations statewide. 

 

Consumers can learn more about their options at CoveredCA.com, where they can 

easily check if they qualify for financial help and compare health plans in their area. 

Californians can also: 

 

• Get free and confidential assistance by phone, in a variety of languages, from 

more than 14,000 certified agents and community-based organizations 
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throughout the state that provide help in whatever language or dialect consumers 

prefer. 

• Request a call from a certified enroller for personalized help, at no cost. 

• Call Covered California directly at (800) 300 -1506. 

 

To ensure coverage for all of 2026, consumers must select a health plan by Dec. 31. 

 

About Covered California 

 

Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 

find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered 

California is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on 

a sliding scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health 

insurance plans and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. 

Depending on their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost 

Medi-Cal program. 

 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 

the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 

five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 

about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 

 

### 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.coveredca.com/
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Media line: (916) 206-7777              X: @CoveredCANews Email: media@covered.ca.gov 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Nov. 24, 2025 

 

Covered California Welcomes Theivanai 
Palaniappan as Its Chief Data and Insights Officer 

 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Covered California has officially appointed Theivanai 

Palaniappan as its new chief data and insights officer.  

 

Palaniappan is a highly accomplished executive with over 

20 years of experience in building and leading enterprise-

wide data analytics functions across multiple industries, 

including financial services and health care. She joins 

Covered California from Oscar Health, where she served 

as vice president and head of Data. In that role, she led a 

team of 50 data scientists, analysts and program 

managers to scale operational models, improve analytical 

capabilities and deploy actionable insights. Her work 

focused on leveraging data science and advanced 

analytics to drive efficiency, optimize provider networks 

and enhance the member experience. 

 

“Theivanai brings years of valuable experience to the team and has a proven track 

record of success with large-scale data teams and projects,” said Covered California 

Executive Director Jessica Altman. “We are excited to bring her talents and skills to the 

organization to help us advance our mission of providing every Californian with 

highquality health insurance, and we are thrilled to have her on the team.” 

 

Prior to Oscar Health, Palaniappan spent more than two decades at Wells Fargo, where 

she held several senior leadership positions, including senior vice president of 

Enterprise Risk Analytics, Mortgage Risk Analytics and Enterprise Customer 

Satisfaction and Loyalty Analytics. At Wells Fargo, she successfully built and managed 

teams, developed data-governance programs and drove organization-wide initiatives to 

improve operational efficiency, mitigate risk and enhance customer satisfaction. 
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“It’s an honor and a thrill to join this incredible organization that is committed to making 

a positive impact for all Californians,” Palaniappan said. “I’m excited to work with the 

wonderful Data team at Covered California and to apply my passion for crunching data 

toward making a meaningful difference in the lives of families across California.” 

 

Palaniappan began her career in software engineering in India before moving to the 

United States, where she earned her Ph.D. in Finance from Columbia Business School. 

 

As Covered California’s chief data and insights officer, Palaniappan will be responsible 

for leading the organization’s data strategy, governance, and analytics functions. She 

will play a critical role in ensuring decision-making is data driven and in empowering 

Covered California to better serve consumers and stakeholders. 

 

About Covered California 

 

Covered California is the state’s health insurance marketplace, where Californians can 

find affordable, high-quality insurance from top insurance companies. Covered 

 

California is the only place where individuals who qualify can get financial assistance on 

a sliding scale to reduce premium costs. Consumers can then compare health 

insurance plans and choose the plan that works best for their health needs and budget. 

Depending on their income, some consumers may qualify for the low-cost or no-cost 

Medi-Cal program. 

 

Covered California is an independent part of the state government whose job is to make 

the health insurance marketplace work for California’s consumers. It is overseen by a 

five-member board appointed by the governor and the Legislature. For more information 

about Covered California, please visit www.CoveredCA.com. 
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